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| Thinking 


( FROM THE EDITOR ; 


WHAT'S NEXT? 


BY ANDY LIEN 


I recently attended а weekend-long conference in Philadelphia for 
journalists from regional publications and blogs that cover the rainbow 
community, organized by the National Lesbian and Gay Journalists As- 
sociation. This convening had as its theme “What Next?” as the prospect 
of nationwide marriage equality looms with the Supreme Court of the 
United States addressing it in late April. We listened a lot, discussed much, 
disagreed some, and left as better professionals who work for and with this 
community. While there wasn’t a formal vote at the end of it, I’m pretty sure 
the assembled journalists agreed that we’re not at “What’s Next?” yet. 

Can there be a post-marriage-equality culture for the rainbow com- 
munity when Indiana signs a Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) 
into law? Such “religious freedom” legislation looks to allow discrimina- 
tion against same-sex couples seeking marriage services as well as block 
transgender people from using restrooms that match their gender identity, 
among many other things (the slope is slippery and is much farther- 
reaching than this community). Clearly, in the quest for civil rights for 
this community, marriage is part, marriage is not all, and it’s certainly not 
over. In fact, it may never be over. Ask the women about whether or not 
this is a post-women’s-liberation society. Ask the people of color if this is a 
post-racial society. Ask this community if being post-marriage-equality in 
Minnesota leaves us feeling comfortable...or targeted. 

Im currently reading the latest historical fiction book by Erik Larson called 
Dead Wake about the last Atlantic crossing of the British ocean liner RMS Lu- 
sitania, which was torpedoed and sunk by a German U-boat in 1915. (Think of 
the RMS Titanic being taken down by an act of war, rather than from damage 
after hitting an iceberg.) In the book and in his fine-tooth-comb style, Larson 
details the many factors that led to this tremendous loss of civilian lives. What’s 
slapping me in the face right now is how, before America got involved in WWI, 
Germany’s Kaiser Wilhelm gave the order that any submarine commander in 
any situation could singularly muddle through any ambiguity and attack any 
vessel that was deemed a threat or out of line, in that commander's opinion. 

Kaiser Wilhelm privatized acts of war. A single commander could deter- 
mine, based on whatever was affecting his judgment, to obliterate whatever 
and whomever he saw fit. 

So it is with these RFRAs. We live in a country of states. These states 
have people. A state which signs such a "religious freedom" bill into law 
is giving each private business owner the right to determine, based on 
whatever is affecting his or her judgment, what they will and will not do for 
others, according to their religious opinions and convictions. These local- 
ized, religion-based opinions get to trump our separation of Church and 
State, thereby allowing discrimination to be legal and acted upon by people 
who can consider themselves surrogates of the State. They have been 
empowered to fire upon ocean liners of civilians, however and whenever 
they see fit, in the name of religion. 

For someone who majored in women's, gender, and sexuality studies 
and communications studies as well as left her first day of seminary for 
Lutheran ministry to take this job as managing editor of this magazine, this 
topic sits squarely in my wheelhouse. What's more, I've been studying dia- 
lectical thinking, which is the ability to view issues from multiple perspec- 
tives and come to agreeable and reconciling conclusions from seemingly 
contradictory points. Dialectical thinking means taking out “but” and using 
“and” between two things that may not be in agreement. Examples of 
dialectical thinking in my life include statements like I can be a person of 
faith and not take the Bible as the inerrant word of God; I can be a person 
who loves babies and believe in reproductive freedom; I can believe in the 
Freedom of Speech and hate every word that is spewing from hate-filled 
mouths; I can believe we're working toward the same goal and I can dis- 
agree with what you say. Along these lines, Thomas Ehnert's piece about 
faith and marriage in this issue (p. 16) is full of dialectical thinking that is 
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easy for us to relate to, and is a great example of how we're all still develop- 
ing ourselves as we go. We all need encouragement. 

Encouraging that “and” thinking that ties together two contradictory 
thoughts with acceptance doesn't mean I have to accept what I don't like, 
it just means I have to live with the fact that such a thing exists. Because 
that's life. Life is dialectical. Contradictions abound. And, with greater 
understanding of each other and the empathy that usually follows, we can 
find that there are fewer actual contradictions but more nuances. And that's 
what the people who are legalizing discrimination don't get: we have to live 
with what we don't like because we live in America. We live with people. 
This is life and it is full of things to disagree with, but and that's how it 
goes. And we'd be best served as a society by trying to understand each 
other, rather than thinking we're on opposing sides of a war. 

What can be done? 

As I write, legislators in Georgia are trying to halt their own version of 
a RFRA by introducing an amendment that would not allow people to use 
religion to get around state and local nondiscrimination protections. I’m 
guessing more progress will be made against these terrible things as well, 
but that's a hopeful start on a legislative level. For us as citizens, it won't be 
as easy as a bumper sticker or a Facebook post. We might choose to boy- 
cott Indiana, but it might not matter from here in Minnesota. But, we can 
make strides where we can and make numbers really count where they're 
needed to backfill some empty spaces, here in our own state. 

Religion will be pivotal. Religion must be kept out of government AND 
religion must be reclaimed by those who would still find it palatable and 
agreeable. The person who presented the topic of RFRAs at our journal- 
ists conference, Katherine Grainger, made a compelling case for getting 
involved in religion again. I’m paraphrasing from my notes, but she said: 
When religion rejects us, we reject religion. We give up that religious voice. 
In the United States, religion trumps, so when we give it up, we lose that 
ground. If we were to embrace a more religious narrative, we can rees- 
tablish the balance that exists in this country. By conceding the religious 
voice, we've given up who the moral vanguards are. The Religious Right 
claims the moral space and then excludes. By reclaiming it, we can shift it... 
so it's not religious rights versus civil rights, but incorporating the two. 

See? It's dialectical. It's religious rights and civil rights (for those of us 
who can expand our thinking to include the two, at any rate). 

And, about those civil rights, marriage isn't the only topic that still 
requires state-by-state (and hopefully national) extension of rights. In these 
states that might end up with RFRAs, they likely don't have nondiscrimina- 
tion laws on the books like we do in Minnesota. We need to encourage 
more national movement for civil rights before what's been done is undone, 
state by state. As Grainger said at the conference, when we rest on our 
laurels, we are opening the door to undo. And we can't have that. 

So, what's next? 

Here at Lavender Media, we're going to continue doing what we've been 
doing for the past 20 years. We're going to continue to work for the com- 
munity while we work against the people who have sought to invalidate and 
illegitimize this community. We will continue to do this by presenting story 
after story as proof of life. From our "From Minnesota, With Love" feature 
to our "Wedding Story" couples to our *Real Weddings" photography, this 
issue offers proof of real lives that validate this community and its diversity 
of people and choices. Proof of life is an odd analogy in that “proof of life" 
is what's required in kidnaping cases, but it's a valid one. It's saying to the 
larger society around us to not give up on us. Our hearts are beating, our 
blood is pumping, and a skewed sense of liberty will not hold us captive. 

Damn the torpedos, full speed ahead. 

With you, with thanks, with love, 

Andy м 
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| A WORD IN EDGEWISE | 


THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING: 
LIVING AND LOVING TOGETHER 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


This proverb, “The proof of the pudding is in the eating,” traces back 
to the 14th century, appearing in other ages and forms, including Miguel 
de Cervantes’s: “Al freir de los huevos, lo vera” (“You will see it as you fry 
the eggs”). 

The adage, incorporating nourishing food analogies, works equally for 
puddings, eggs, and relationships. Author Tim Clausen mines the theme 
of nourishment in Love Together: Longtime Male Couples on Healthy Intimacy 
and Communication (“Books” 517). While focusing on male couples, the 
respondents offer insights for any two individuals contemplating spending 
the rest of their lives together. 

Defining long-term, Clausen started his twenty-three interviews with 
couples together for ten years, then, in incremental decades, chapters 
including sixty and seventy years. And yes, even unto death: Eric and 
Eugene. Together sixty years, they were able to marry in December 2013, 
scant days before Eugene died in Eric’s arms. In interview, Eric had said, 
“We're quite different, and he really does irritate me a lot, but I’ve never 
loved anyone the way I’ve loved him.” 

Together ten years, Ryan said he and Ian broke up twice in their first 


Everyone deserves to be in good hands." 

| believe you have the right to feel safe being who you are, 
wherever you are- especially in my office. Let me help 
protect all that's good in your life. Call me today for a quote. 


Tom B ker, LUTCF, CLU - 
51730 66d6 @ 
Allstate. 


373 Pedersen St., Ste. 104 
St. Paul 
tombaecker@allstate.com 
You're in good hands. 


Auto Home Life Retirement 


Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Indemnity Co. Northbrook, IL. © 2013 Allstate š 
Insurance Co. 


121 


14 | LAVENDER | APRIL 2-15, 2015 


year, which allowed them to explore, but that after three months, ^we both 
came to the conclusion that there was nothing better out there than what 
we already had. So that pulled us together and we've been exclusive and 
monogamous ever since." 

Not every couple is monogamous or religious, but most relationships 
have some spiritual component, and all stress mutual consent and courtesy 
when dealing with a partner's feelings. 

Many seeking religion were rebuffed. “We feel like exiles from the 
Roman Catholic Church because of its homophobia,” says John (with 
Charlie 48 years), “and we can't go to a Catholic service and hear our love 
denounced as evil. So we go to Metropolitan Community Church here in 
Fort Lauderdale that is Sunshine Cathedral, which has over one thousand 
people every Sunday, and a large number of them — maybe over half — 
are exiled Roman Catholics." 

Use the best ingredients, measure accurately, keep cool, add taste- 
tingling spices, and cook at a good heat without burning. Everyone uses 
the same ingredients but, as for BBQ ribs and wedding cake, your formula 
for love need only please two. Bon appétit! B 
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| FAITH | 


EVERY MARRIAGE Is 
PROFOUND MYSTERY 


BY THOMAS EHNERT 


Some of us, myself included, actually tried being compatible with 
a spouse of the opposite gender. It didn't work. That's just not how 
God, fate, the universe, biology. or life made us. State laws are 
finally recognizing this aspect of natural law. 


Ten years ago, I was a closeted minister in an ultra-conservative church. I 
remember what it felt like to officiate at weddings. I saw the beaming faces of 
the bride and groom at the altar. We'd always hear Paul's words in the New 
Testament describing marriage as a “profound mystery." Officiating at wed- 
dings, I could just sense that I was participating in a profound mystery. 

It was also, however, profoundly sad. I never thought it would be 
possible for me as a closeted gay man to know that happiness. I never 
thought we as GLBT people would experience that joy either, at least not 
in a legally recognized way. 


Ten years later, I’m not only out of the closet (and ministry), but I'm 
writing an article for the marriage edition of Lavender! When I think about 
marriage, I immediately think back on my experience marrying people. 

In the denomination I had been attached to, it was common to read about 
Adam and Eve at weddings. The story goes that, after God formed Adam 
from the ground, God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will 
make a helper suitable for him." So God took a rib out of Adam, and from 
this rib God formed Eve. The story concludes, “For this reason, a man 
will leave his father and mother, and be united to his wife, and the two will 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 
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10:30 am 
5 pm 


Easter Sunday 


Christ 15 risen from the dead, 


trampling down death by death! 


ourcathedral.org 


Plymouth Welcomes 


You to SCHEHERAZADE JEWELERS 


Holy Week Services Galleria • 69th & France • Edina 
952-926-2455 * www.sjewelers.com 


Maundy Thursday— April 2 


7:00 p.m. Design a custom ring with 
award winning designer 


Good Friday—April 3, noon Michael Bondanza 


Westminster Presbyterian— EE 
Minneapolis Council of EL < € 
Churches interfaith serviéë k \ _ Friday, April 17th & 
Saturday, April 18th 


Easter Sunday April 5 10AM - 8PM 


6:30 a.m}, Chapel; 
9 & 11 a.m., Sanctuary 


bu - m» » 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH UA ЕЕ 
1919 LaSalle Ave., Minneapolis B O n d an Z a —— 


612/871-7400 * www.plymouth.org — —H— 
E-mail: churchinfo@plymouth.org 


ETOILE NORD 
DU 
THE WOMAN'S CLUB of MINNEAPOLIS Ё Í 


Since 1907 


410 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis, MN 55403 
www.womansclub.org 


Darilyn Belsheim e 612-813-5306 darilyn- uM 
b@womansclub.com 5 


Celebrate your Special Day with your Family and Friends 
at this Classically Beautiful. Historic venue 
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| FAITH | 


become one flesh." (This is the source of that snide fundamentalist saying, 
“God made Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve.") 

When I preached about this story ten years ago, I remember honing in 
on the phrase, a “helper suitable." 

Adam and Eve would be suitable helpers for one another emotionally. 
When one sorrowed, the other would be sad. When one rejoiced, the other 
would be happy. When one was struggling, the other could uplift. When 
one needed to talk, the other could listen. 

What part of that would not be true for "Adam and Steve?" Or “Eva 
and Eve?" 

Adam and Eve would also be helpers suitable for each other spiritually. 
They both had a side of them that transcended the physical. In one another, 
they found love, joy, peace, goodness, and companionship. 

What part of that would not be true for “Eva and Eve" or "Adam and Steve?" 

Thirdly, they would be helpers suitable for one another physical- 
ly. They could express their spiritual and emotional bond in a physical way, 
becoming one flesh. 

What part of that would not be true for “Adam and Steve" or "Eva and Eve?" 

Some say that on the basis of this passage from Genesis, a man must 
be married to his wife. A male and a female. An Adam and an Eve. But in 
seminary, we distinguished between passages that command something and 
passages that describe an event. If this passage were one that commands 
something, it would be wrong for any single person to remain unmarried. So 
this passage merely describes marriage, as it existed in ancient Israel. 

Remove the heteronormative assumption about the Adam and Eve leg- 
end, and you have a story that could be lovely to read at any wedding. People 
of whatever gender identification find someone with whom they are compat- 
ible emotionally, spiritually, and physically. They become one in a relation- 


ship. There certainly was neither religious institution to bless nor govern- 
ment entity to recognize the joining of Adam and Eve together in the legends 
of Genesis. God, fate, the universe, or life simply joined them together. 

The person with whom we GLBT people would be emotionally, spiritu- 
ally, and physically compatible are people of our own gender. Some of us, 
myself included, actually tried being compatible with a spouse of the opposite 
gender. It didn't work. That's just not how God, fate, the universe, biology, or 
life made us. State laws are finally recognizing this aspect of natural law. 

To illustrate, a gay friend of mine is mourning the recent passing of 
his spouse. There was no difference between how my mom retired to 
care for my dad, and how my friend was going to retire to care for his 
spouse. There is no difference between my mom’s grief when my dad died 
and my friend's grief when his husband died. Both couples were “helpers 
suitable" to one another, to use the language of the Genesis legend again. 
When the two become one, it is the same sense of loss when the one 
becomes two again. It is the same love. 

This is indeed a profound mystery - the mystery of union between 
humans and humans. 

ГЇЇ be honest. Ten years ago it wasn't so beautiful. It was lovely to 
preach about, looking at all those straight couples coming to get married. I 
envied them. Ithought that kind of union was for straight people only, not 
for an Adam like me who needed a Steve. If it wasn't good for Adam to be 
alone, why would it be good for us GLBT people to be alone? I am free, we 
GLBT people are free, to experience for ourselves that profound mystery of 
union - union with a person who truly is our emotional, spiritual, and physi- 
cal companion. That I have come so far personally in my self-understand- 
ing, that we as a society have come so far in our collective understanding, 
is itself a profound mystery. B 


Originals by 
Mark Silverstein Imagines 


© MSI 2015 
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Photo courtesy of Janina and Maria 


LOVE is a feeling... 


time to make it 
a statement! 


ARTHUR’ 


— JEWELERS = 


MINNESOTA'S DIAMOND STORE 
888.405.4343 + ArthursJewelers.com 


EASTER 
WORSHIP 


at Hennepin Avenue 
United Methodist Church 


Alleluia! 
7:00 AM 


Sunrise Service 
in the East Entry 


8:30 AM and 10:00 AM 
Festival Worship 
in the Sanctuary 


Free Parking in the Walker Art 
Center Ramp 


NEW: 
Sunday Schedule 


8:00, 8:30, 10:00 and 11:15 AM 
resumes April 12 


Sunday Brunch 
10:00 am - 12:30 PM 


HENNEPIN 


avenue united methodist ch u rch š О rg 


511 groveland avenue 
minneapolis, mn 55403 phone 612-871-5303 


All the fancy little gadgets we have to 
connect us, and we'll never top this. 


heck aru, oe 


~~ “Plan yourtrip at'bluefinbayicom 


Bluefin Bay ! Surfside ! Temperance Landing 
On the shores of Lake Superior in Tofte, Minnesota 1-800-BLUEFIN 


Bluefin Bay saxi.» OF RESORTS 


INCLUSION 
DIVERSITY 


TRANSFORMATION 
SOCIAL ACTION 


Worship Celebration Pru 
Sundays at 10am г ALL GOD'S CHILDREN 
3100 Park Avenue South 7 Metropolitan Community Church 
Minneapolis, MN 


xil 
E» 


visit: agcmcc.org 


Palm Sunday: March 29, 10:30 am 
Maundy Thursday Service: April 2, 7:00 pm 

Good Friday Service: April 3, 7:00 pm - with guest artist Ta-Coumba Aiken. 

А Soup Supper will be served at 6:00 p.m. 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES: 

6:30 a.m. - Daybreak Communion Service 
9:00 a.m. - SpringHouse Youth Pancake Breakfast 

10:30 a.m. - Easter Celebration Service 
{ è 612-870-1868 
www.fccminneapolis.org 
“An open & affirming, welcoming community in the heart of the Twin Cities” 


First Christian Church 


(Disciples of Christ) 
(Worshipping at the SpringHouse Ministry Center) 


610 W. 28th Street • Minneapolis 


You are invited to Holy Week Worship! 
@ Central Lutheran 
Maundy Thursday, April 2 
7pm - Holy Communion, foot washing in remembrance of Christ 
Good Friday, April 3 
Noon-3pm - The Seven Last Words of Christ 
7pm - Prayer Around the Cross 


The Great Vigil of Easter, April 4 


5:30pm - New fire, and the story of salvation 


Easter Sunday, April 5 
7:00am - Sunrise Holy Communion 
9:00 & 11:00am - Festival Holy Communion — celebrations of new life! 
Central Lutheran Church 333 South 12th Street Mpls MN 55404 
centralmpls.org @CentralLuthMpls elca.org 


612.870.4416 
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FROM MINNESOTA, 
WITH LOVE 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY MATT LIEN PHOTOGRAPHY 
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(left to right) Custom-tailored linen blazer, Liberty by Target tie, and custom-made slacks by Astor & Black (pricing available upon request) from Dapper Dan Michael. Vintage vest, shirt, vintage pocket watch 
and fob, and vintage silver flower brooch (pricing available upon request) from Dapper Dan Michael. “The Gershwin” dress ($6985) by Johanna Johnson, Harlow Belt ($650) by Johanna Johnson, “The Violet 
Comb” ($225) by Jennifer Behr, and vintage accessories from The White Room; Bouquet ($300) with tillandsia, daffodils, ranunculus, trailing jasmine, silver brunia, fern shoots and feathers from Flora Bella. 


THE DRESS 


BY SHANE LUECK 


'The dress. A nondescript noun has come to stand for so much. "Have you 
found the dress? Let me see the dress!" 

They even made it into a television show with multiple spin-offs: Say Yes 
to the Dress. And Im sure you know exactly what I’m talking about; the dress 
undoubtedly refers to a (generally) white gown worn for an event that is also 
made up of nondescript words: the big day. 

Wedding dresses are Anne McNulty and Carmen Duerr's passion and 
they've turned them into their business, aptly named The White Room. Du- 
err has been a seamstress and dressmaker for over 20 years with a long 
history in the service industry. McNulty has been involved in the service 
industry for over 10 years as well, with dreams of starting a fashion-forward 
retail business in the Twin Cities. As the owners discussed ideas of collabo- 
rating, The White Room was born. 

'The White Room carries up-and-coming designers that focus on hand-tai- 
lored, unique designs. Each bride is measured, and her perfect dress is made 
to order through the designers. Designers currently featured in the studio 
include Johanna Johnson, Houghton NYC, YolanCris, and Rosa Clara with ac- 
cessories by Jennifer Behr and vintage collections curated by the owners. But 
keep an eye on the website, as they plan to expand and include a couple more 
designers by the end of 2015, with hopes of including more in the future. 

"The dresses that we feature include everything from ethereal silks 
and tulle with intricate lace patterns to bold fabrics and designs not tradi- 
tionally found in bridal gowns," McNulty says. 
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And with the intricacy that is often associated with the dress, it is recommend- 
ed that dress orders are done a minimum of 6 months prior to the wedding date. 
Then, the owners anticipate and plan for 4 weeks to perfect and complete any 
final details of the dress. Of course, finding the perfect dress is half the battle. 

McNulty recommends scouring Pinterest, wedding blogs, and fashion or 
bridal magazines in order to get an idea of what you are looking for in a gown. 
"Typically, we will tell brides to find something that they will feel comfortable 
in and that fits in with their style," Duerr says. "However, sometimes you can 
find a gown that surprises you and you didn't expect, stylistically." 

Each bridal appointment is made individually, ensuring that the bride gets 
undivided attention. ^We strive to make sure every bride that comes through 
our door feels comfortable and welcome," Duerr says. 

Brides are then asked to look over the gowns and pick any that stand 
out to them, after which Duerr and McNulty then choose a few they feel the 
bride would like based on that selection. Duerr also makes sure the bride 
gets all of the details from the day: "At the end of the appointment, we take 
notes on what gowns they liked best and send a follow-up email with the 
details of the appointment." With so much depending on one garment, you 
want this kind of attention to detail. 


To set up an appointment, contact The White Room at 612-361-7175. 
2406 Fremont Ave. S., Minneapolis 
www.thewhiteroommpls.com 


request) from Dapper Dan Michael and Ferragamo tuxedo shoes; Boutonniere by Flora Bella. “The Lucille” dress ($8640) by Johanna Johnson and vintage accessories from The White Room. 
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left to right) Custom upcycled NeverDown three-piece navy blue suit with irridescent under-collar, with matching custom-made leather and irridescent bowtie (pricing available upon request) from Dapper 


( 
Dan Michael. "Lavagna" dress ($3285) by YolanCris and "The Rosita" headband ($195) by Jennifer Behr from The White Room. 
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ATIP FROM A 


FORMER 
SMOKER 


Be prepared. 


Your lung cancer can MAN 
spread to your brain. NS 


1 


Rose, age 59, Texas 


Smoking caused Rose's lung cancer. 
She had to move from the small town she 
loved to get the treatment she needed, 
including chemo, radiation and having part 
of her lung removed. Recently, her 


cancer spread to her brain. You can quit. 


CALL 1-800-QUIT-NOW. 


U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services 
Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 
CDC.gov/tips 


#CDCTips 


LA. 


à. | | ү 
It AM T | 


Custom upcycled NeverDown blazer with green leather accents (pricing available upon request) from Dapper Dan 
Michael, vest by Givenchy, Vintage pocket watch with custom watch chain from Dapper Dan Michael, pants by Ralph 
Lauren. Shirt is Easy's own. 
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THE 
DRINKS 


BY JOY SUMMERS 


The idea of hiring a bartender of name 
for a wedding might be new to Minneso- 
tans. We're a humble sort, so naming a 
drink slinger and branding your big day's 
booze might not be at the fore of our 
minds. To shatter your ideas of event cock- 
tails, we give you the easy way out. 

Erik Eastman folds his nattily dressed, 
lanky frame atop a barstool and leans in, 
requesting a martini. The pristine cocktail 
is the yardstick that bartenders judge their 
brethren upon. Have a bottle of old, room- 
temperature vermouth? The top-shelf talent 
will likely switch to a craft beer. Treat them 
right and you'll earn their respect forever. 

Eastman comes by his bar pour cred 
from his own forged path. Easy, as he's 
commonly called, began his successful lo- 
cal business perched on a barstool, soaking 
up drink knowledge like a sponge. He dove 
into the bitters business with Dan Oskey 
(well-known bar talent from The Strip Club 
Meat & Fish and Hola Arepa), and his 
uncle, packaging expert, James Eastman. 

The three created Easy & Oskey bitters 
kits, which have since been featured all over 
the food-loving world from Food & Wine 
to Food 52to the Splendid Table to MPR, 
where Easy is a regular contributor. His vel- 
vet voice guides us through the techniques 
for a stellar negroni or classic sazerac. 

The Easy & Oskey kits are easily cus- 
tomizable or made with their unique blends 
of real ingredients and spices. Unlike most 
commercially produced bitters, these use 
actual vanilla and citrus peels, the grapefruit 
bitters are the sort of thing you never knew 
you couldn’t live without in your home bar. 
The kits come with almost everything you 
need (you have to buy the over-proof alco- 
hol separately) to create the bitters. 

In addition to the kits, Easy has become 
a cocktail party secret weapon. He does 
cocktail consulting, teaches private classes, 
and can create a custom cocktail for your 
event. At a recent party I threw, Easy 
concocted a tea-infused gimlet, available in 
both alcoholic and n/a pours. It was divine 
and while I'd like to think the company I 
assembled and food served had an impact, 
those cocktails made the party. 

Wouldn't that be a glorious addition to an 
engagement féte or reception? Elegant cock- 
tails made easy are the way of the future. 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES РА. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


сў ы 


* Family/Divorce/Custody 

* Injuries/Auto Accidents 

* Second/Step Parent Adoption 
* Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution 
* Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements 

* Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements 
* Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice 

* Bankruptcy 

Convenient Downtown 
Skyway Connected Offices 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building 
10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


SpringHouse 
Ministry Center 


610 W. 28th St. Minneapolis, MN. 55408 612-353-6292 
www.springhousemc.org 


McNamara Alumni Center 


University of Minnesota 
200 Oak Street S.E., Minneapolis • 612-624-9831 


OUR WEDDING AT THE MCNAMARA ALL 


CENTER WAS FANTASTIC. THE BUILD 
INSIDI TH SE, AMAZING. 


AN ADDED BONUS. 


Affordable Rental Packages 
Stunning Architecture 


Adjacent 500-car Parking 
Ramp 


Tunnel connection to 
The Commons Hotel 


Award-winning 
D'Amico Catering 


4 Memorial Hall 


www.mac-events.org 
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Gimlet Recipe 


INGREDIENTS 
e 2ozDry Gin (such as Tanqueray or 
The Botanist) 


°  lozfresh lime juice 
e 1502 Chervil Pink Peppercorn 


Simple Syrup* 
° 1⁄4tsp Easy & Oskey Cherry 
Vanilla Bitters 
DIRECTIONS 


Combine all ingredients in a cocktail 
shaker with clean ice. Shake 10 seconds 
to combine and chill, and strain through 
a small fine mesh strainer into a cocktail 
glass. Garnish with a paper-thin lime wheel 
if desired and/or sprig of chervil. 


*Simple Syrup: Combine 1 cup each of 
sugar and water in a pan over medium-high 
heat, stirring until dissolved. Add a large 
handful of fresh chervil (an herb with a 
pleasant, subtle anise flavor) and 2 table- 
spoons crushed pink peppercorns. Allow 
to steep off the heat for at least one hour. 
Strain through a fine mesh strainer. Syrup 
will keep several weeks in the refrigerator. 


Custom upcycled NeverDown three-piece navy blue suit with irridescent under-collar, with matching custom-made leather and irridescent bowtie (pricing available upon request) from Dapper Dan 
Michael. The Gimlet includes Easy & Oskey Bitters, Dry Gin, Pink Peppercorn Simple Syrup, and Fresh Lime Juice, shown here. 
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9 LOCATIONS 


“Fantasy BLOOMINGTON -BURNSVILLE 


COON RAPIDS:ST PAUL 
є? Gifts. ST LOUIS PARK: FRIDLEY 


LAKEVILLE- CRYSTAL RESTORE. REVIVE. REFUEL. 


The experience brings you back. 


Services Provided 
* Precision Haircuts * Signature Shaves 
* Color Treatments * Gift Cards Available 
The West End Minnetonka Crossing Woodbury City Center 
CHECK OUT OUR PODCAST! 1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 1960 Donegal Dr. 
FIND THE LINK ON OUR WEBSITE Minneapolis, MN 55416 Minnetonka, MN 55343 Woodbury, MN 55125 
(763) 546-1140 (952) 935-0505 (651) 348-6676 


Online booking click: ROOSTERSMGC.COM/LOCATIONS 


Ei facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 


Rooms with a View % 


DOWNTOWN 


THEWESTIN 
800 Nicollet Mall EDINA GALLERIA I V Y S Р А 
Minneapolis, ММ 55402 3203 Galleria CLUB 
612.338.3300 Edina, MN 55435 
952.920.1142 
mccormickandschmicks.com 
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A LUXURIOUS REALM OF RELAXATION B 
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BEYOND YOUR EXPECTATIONS 


IVY SPA CLUB PACKAGE PROMOTION 
Signature Celebration | $350 (savings value of $25) 
Romantic Retreat for Two І $695 (savings value of $100) 


LAVENDER readers are able to indulge in luxurious bliss for half of a day 


with special member pricing on the Signature Celebration or 
Romantic Retreat for Two. 


Terms & Conditions: Offer valid 4/1-4/30/2015. Not valid with any other offer. Must mention 
promotion upon booking. Void where prohibited. 


www.lvyspaclub.com * 612.343.3131 
201 Eleventh Street South 


Downtown Minnesota * Skyway Connected 


E, 


SIMPLY BEYOND: 
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THE FOOD 


BY JONATHON WIPFLI 


As a chef in Minnesota, I try to make the most of the short growing 
season we have by using what's in season and what I can hunt and gather 
from our landscape (with the exception of seafood, which I will touch 
on later). What seems to be a trendy, local food movement is how I've 
approached food my entire life, so it only makes sense that I approach 
food in the same way with The Minnesota Spoon and large-scale events 
such as weddings or holiday parties. It's a passion of mine and where 
my expertise lies. Using high-quality, seasonal food leads to diversity in 
menu creation, clean-tasting flavors, and provides a direct connection to 
what we eat. It also lets me use very simple techniques to let the quality 
of the ingredients shine through. I'll walk you through examples and tips 
for your own menu, whether you make it yourself for your own intimate 
affair or you hire a caterer or restaurant. It will give you the best of what's 
available in the spring and summer months. 

With The Minnesota Spoon I approach catering a little differently for 
large events. We do our best to not have any food held warm, but, rather, 
cook food in small batches to order. We strive for the freshest seafood 
possible, using a company located in New York called Sea2Table. They con- 
nect us directly to docks that provide us with daily catches and overnight- 
ship the seafood to us. It's a great way to ensure the best seafood possible 
in the middle of the country. We are also lucky enough in Minneapolis to 
have some great access to farms and farmers markets which let us get 
some incredible ingredients. 

Typically we run large events one of two ways. The first way is a little 
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less formal and allows for a free-flowing meal by breaking the meal down 
into stations. There are multiple stations that people can visit and try dif- 
ferent foods, there is no specific timeline for dinner and there is no formal 
sit-down. The foods are prepared in small batches by the chef or chefs run- 
ning that station and served throughout the night. People can mill about 
and socialize with each other and the chefs without any pressure to have a 
sit-down meal. 

The second way is a little more traditional where we break the meal 
down into courses and have a sit-down dinner. This generally begins with 
some passed appetizers, such as a couple of toasts, and a cocktail before 
the ceremony. After the ceremony, more cocktails and dinner follows. I'll 
give a few examples of seasonal menu possibilities for each course. 

Generally, each meal is split into three courses. You can have a passed 
appetizer as people mill around with drinks or save all the food for the din- 
ner portion. Guests often like to nosh on something while the movement 
happens between ceremony and reception site and I find that seasonal 
crudités and toasts with oysters can fill that gap well, particularly with how 
fun it is to slurp oysters with family and friends. But for the second and 
third courses, we're aiming for more of the sit-down eatables. 

May and June is when things really start to get good in Minnesota. 
Asparagus, morels, baby kale, beans, summer squash, and spring herbs start 
to appear. Everything is incredibly fresh and green-tasting after getting out 
ofthe winter months. It's a perfect time for simple, lighter fare that people 
can really dig into. It's a great opportunity to cook some seafood and utilize 


Onceplional ӨР. 
отого, vents 


Venues Include: 


Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 
Edinburgh USA 
Minnesota Zoo | 
Science Museum of Minnesota 
Green Haven Golf Course | 
Lake Waconia Event Center 
Brooklyn Park Community Center 
American Swedish Institute 
Eagan Community Center 
Keller Golf Course and Banquet Center 
Or Your Location 


É ЯР E E. uis 


Museum 
of Minnesota" 


Edinburgh USA e» epu Science Museum of Minnesota Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 


763.315.8503 ~ lancercatering.com 651.221.2550 ~ smm.org/rentals тоо PM ony 651.487.8282 ~ comozooconservatory.org 


ЁЁ 


Y 
Lake Waconia Event Center Keller Golf Course and Banquet Center Green Haven Golf Course 
763.315.8516 ~ lancercatering.com 651.766.4176 — lancercatering.com 763.576.2968 ~ lancercatering.com 


VUncompromising СМА LANE Г К 


lancercatering.com ~ 651.290.9864 
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alocal rabbit farm, Singerhouse Farm in 
Menominee, Wisconsin. 

For this issue I made three different 
courses. The first, of course, is an oyster 
course. Oysters are in my top three all- 
time favorite foods and I source oysters 
using Sea2Table which allows me access 
to truly fresh oysters and it's a perfect 
opportunity for a delicious first course. For 
the second course, a rabbit terrine with 
pickles preserved from winter and dijon 
mustard sounds like good fare, and for the 
entrée a grilled buffalo with a light salad of 
asparagus, peas, and radish in a champagne 
vinaigrette fits in well. 


Other in-season menu options may 
include: 


FIRST COURSE (PASSED) 

e Braised duck meatballs, rhubarb jam 

* Stewed morel mushrooms, and pickled 
ramps on toast 


SECOND COURSE 

e Grilled asparagus, sauce gribiche, 
pancetti 

e Braised cow tongue, pea puree, and 
watercress 


THIRD COURSE 

e Chicken legs braised with slow-cooked 
leeks, saffron and garlic with potato puree 
* Whole-roasted ribeye, warm spinach, 
and sauce chimichurri 


Moving into July, lettuces, broccoli, 
melons, peas, peppers, and zucchini are 
among some of the vegetable options. 
Finding some ultra-fresh greens at the 
farmers market and serving them with a 
simple vinaigrette and shaving some local 
cheese over them is a perfect first course, 
but there are other options too. Here are a 
few of them. 


FIRST COURSE (PASSED) 

* Foie gras butter and raspberry jam 
brioche sandwiches 

* Grilled oyster mushroom skewers, herb 
vinaigrette 


SECOND COURSE 

* Mixed lettuces, champagne vinaigrette, 
fine herbs, shaved parmesan 

e Chilled scallop mousseline, salad of peas, 
radish and grilled summer squash, crème 
fraiche, and bacon 


THIRD COURSE 

* Grilled chicken paillard, anchovy and 
garlic marinated cucumbers, grain salad 

* Whole-roasted bone-in pork loin, grilled 
broccoli, garlic butter 


Finally we make it into the dusk of 


Your Ве. Your Kove. 
Your RInGs. Your Way. 
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You've found the love of your lifetime. 
Celebrate it with rings from Bergstrom Jewelers. 
Choose from our extensiye collections or have 
them custom made by our artisans. 


С? 


C) 
Bergstrom 


Jewelers 


THE SHOPS AT WEST END 
1695 WEST END BLVD. | ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 
(952) 767-0606 | BERGSTROMJEWELERS.COM 


Come join the fun! 


Our booths оНега fun filled 
experience for. you and 
your;guests: 


Book us for gour;next event! 


Tom Wahlrobe 


952-926-6927 
www.metroretromusic.com 


Jazz, Swing, and Blues for 
all your special events 


ohare 


METRO RETRO 


SPRING SALE 


Over 1,100 Wines On Sale — 
Liquor, Beer & Cider Specials, Too. 


n 


Haskell's can help with your wedding receptions, bridal showers, summer 
parties or any celebration where wine, beer and spirits will be served. 


Haskell’s 
The Wane People! 


Bloomington - Chanhassen - Excelsior - Faribault - Maple Grove + Minneapolis • Minnetonka 
Plymouth - Saint Paul • Stillwater + White Bear Lake • Woodbury - haskells.com 


Elizabeth Bell 


952-926-6679 
www.belcantofour.com 


Artistic excellence 


CARA 
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summer where the temperatures begin 

to drop, the days start to shorten, and the 
heart and soul of Midwest cooking comes 
back. Corn and tomatoes make their way 
onto our plates and into our hearts, just 

as they should. There is plenty of food 
growing at this time of year, but for me 

it doesn't get any better than those two. 
For whatever reason, the beginning of fall 
also makes me think of family-style eating, 
which translates well for weddings. I think 
it's the sense that we all know we're going 
to have to hunker down and use each other 
as crutches to make it through the next six 
months until we see the first ramps again. 


FIRST COURSE (PASSED) 

* Cup of corn, Mexican-style 

* Grilled shrimp skewers, pumpkin butter, 
chives 


SECOND COURSE 

* Cherry tomatoes, anchovy aioli, baby 
basil, torn bread 

* Daked root vegetable salad, gremolata, 
cured foie gras, pistachios 


THIRD COURSE 

* Whole grilled salmon, sauce romanesco, 
roasted Brussels sprouts, boiled and 
seared potatoes served family-style 

* Whole grilled baby pig, (deboned and 
stuffed with herbs) sweet corn succotash, 
lemon butter served family-style 


Please visit my Instagram or Facebook 
page @TheMinnesotaSpoon for food inspi- 
ration, and visit TheMinnesotaSpoon.com 
for contact information. 


THE CAKE 


"Avant-garde Ruffles," shown here, is 
a classic white cake filled with raspberries 
and homemade chocolate mousse, finished 
with a light coating of real buttercream and 
rolled fondant icing. 

Taste of Scandinavia Bakery has years 
of experience creating beautiful and deli- 
cious wedding and special occasion cakes 
that taste as good as they look. Cakes 
and fillings are made from scratch the old 
fashioned way. The design and taste make 
your wedding cake truly the centerpiece 
of your reception especially as seen here, 
decorated with florals from Flora Bella. 

At Flora Bella they adore the charm 
and seasonality of each bloom and crave 
natural elements such as scented herbs, 
delicate ferns, trailing vines, moss, feath- 
ers, and fruit. The floral designers revel in 
the opportunity to use the best materials 
in expressive ways that range from wildly 
organic to gracefully refined. 


(left to right) Decorative Kurta (pricing available upon request) by Sha- 
shank Devsare and vintage peacock pin from Dapper Dan Michael. 
Custom upcycled double-breasted navy blue tuxedo with satin trim 
($225) from Dapper Dan Michael. 
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Amerip 


500 Tickets in a Special Reserved Section 


YOUR TICKET INCLUDES: 
Reserved seating in the beautiful new CHS Field 
Great view of the game + Post-óame party 


OUT IN THE STANDS TICKETS: $25 


Order your tickets at LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride 


Twin Cities Pride Presents 


An Evening of Classic 


LILY TOMLIN 


June 25, 8:00PM | Orchestra Hall 


Tickets On Sale March 31 at tcpride.org 


Sponsored By: 


sunrise LAVENDER 


PRIDE BANKS 


TWIN CITIES 


“GA, 
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(from left to right) Custom-made suit by Astor & Black with gold paisley under-collar (pricing available upon request) from Dapper Dan Michael; Boutonniere by Flora Bella. Custom upcycled NeverDown 


т ‘We 
Ti/ 


E i; | is 


three-piece navy blue suit with irridescent under-collar, with matching custom-made leather and irridescent bowtie (pricing available upon request) from Dapper Dan Michael. Custom-made black tuxedo, 
upcycled white tuxedo shirt with silver Aztec buttons (pricing available upon request) from Dapper Dan Michael; Boutonniere by Flora Bella. 


THE SUIT 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Your wedding day should be the day that you feel most like yourself. Or, 
at least that’s how DanMichael Batista sees it. With his company, Dapper Dan 
Michael, Batista works to create custom looks for your wedding day (or the 
everyday). “I think a lot of people make the mistake of thinking they have to 
‘dress up’ for their wedding,” he says. “I’m talking about that feeling like you're 
putting on a costume, like you're trying to be someone you're not.” 

A good wedding look will make you feel like you've enhanced who you 
are, not covered it up. That's how Batista always hopes clients feel when they 
work with him. Through his image consulting services as well as his Hidden 
Haberdashery store in the Blaisdell Mansion, Batista specializes in custom- 
tailored, unique, one-of-a-kind, upcycled vintage and resale clothing. 

Batista has close relationships with a number of secondhand and 
resale stores around the Twin Cities and, of course, he's always got his 
eye out for unique, top-quality vintage and designer clothing that can be 
customized to stand out. 

Being that Batista creates custom, tailored looks, timing can range 
from three to five business days for a blazer to much longer for a wedding 
look. If a client wants to do a fully custom suit or tuxedo (for a wedding, for 
example), the production time for a look like that varies widely depending 
on many factors, including the client's size and how intricate the detailing 
ofthe garment will be, so Batista says it's hard to ballpark it without talking 
to clients and getting to know some more details. His advice? Leave as 
much time as possible. 

Anyone utilizing Batista and his skilled eye doesn't have to feel 
pigeon-holed into one style. As Batista explains, his aesthetic is pretty 
broad and can cover a wide range of styles. “I can work with someone 
who has classic style and just wants a really beautiful and well-fitted black 
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tux, or I can work with someone who likes to mix it up and try out a short 
suit or a colorful collar," he says. 

"A well-placed pocket watch or broach, a stand-out colorful tie, a surprise 
pattern under a collar, or a bright pair of socks that peek out when a man sits 
down or puts his leg up can completely make an outfit and make someone 
stand out for all the right reasons. I think my job is to figure out who some- 
one is and help them create the unique wardrobe that's going to make them 
feel like a million bucks when they go on that next job interview or date, 
or are simply walking down the street. That's my goal: to clothe people in 
confidence." And confidence is key on your wedding day. 

According to Batista, the process for suiting a male body and a female body 
is much more similar than one might think. Anytime you buy clothing off-the- 
rack it's not going to be made for your body so tailoring is always required to 
get the perfect fit, whether that body is more masculine or more feminine. 

"[ always recommend that you go to someone who knows how to make 
a garment from scratch,” Batista says. “I liken it to the difference between 
someone who can change your oil vs. someone who can rebuild your engine 
— it's the same with clothing, you want to be working with someone who 
knows how to take your whole garment apart and put it back together to fit 
you as if it was made for you. Whether you're a man or a woman, your body 
is uniquely yours and your clothes should be as unique as you are. My motto 
is: “Get the perfect fit for the perfect you.” 


To schedule an appointment, contact The Hidden Haberdashery 
at 612-615-3553. 

2400 Blaisdell Ave. S., Minneapolis 
www.dapperdanmichael.com 


ДЕС = en, В А. © | 


GLBT News & Lifestyle rm BEBER 
at your fingertips? 
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PATIO OPEN: WELCOMES Docs! 4 —-. HAPPY Hour 5-6 PM 


1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


TOAST 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
FAB 50 AWARDS! 


Available on the 
Ü App Store 


TÁ `“ 
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3808 West 50th Street 
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Hennepin Ave. & West 26th 
Minneapolis - 612-874-0481 


Grand Ave. & Fairview 
Saint Paul - 651-698-2346 


Selby & Dale Bielenberg & Tamarack 
Saint Paul - 651-221-9140 Woodbury - 651-209-8182 
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Custom-made suit by Astor & Black with gold paisley under-collar (| 
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pricing available upon request) from Dapper Dan Michael; Shoes by Ferragmo; Boutonniere from Flora Bella. 
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MONDAY-FRIDAY FROM 4-6PM 
HALF PRICE ON SELECT BEER, WINE & 


COCKTAILS 


Two Happy Hours 
7 days a week! 
3-6pm and 9pm- -1am $; 


ме Pot. 


a fondue restaurant 


$1 Off АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails _ _ 
$5 Off АП Buckets О' Beer 


$2 Off АП Burgers After 9pm А 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour Š (612) 338-9900 * MELTINGPOT.COM 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 4 80 S. 9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 


**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events = *Offer valid at this location only 


22 West Tia Smet | Saf a 


World Class Dining < а, 
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3624 W 50th St 


ST. PAUL | CATHEDRAL HILL 
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208 1st Avenue N 


| RED COW 


* fine burgers, beer & wine * 


A NUR your guests will never forget.” 


“Zar — Je Dro 


3012 Layton Avenue N, Lake Elmo, MN 99042 | ИШЕДИ ЛЕ ЛҮ 
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Custom upcycled double-breasted navy blue tuxedo with satin trim ($225) from Dapper Dan Michael; 'Grown Man Solar Red' resoled Florsheim shoes with green glow bricklayer sole by 
Greenwich Vintage Co. 
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четв 
MASONS 


| mystery bottle list 

Eat, Drink, and wednesdays 

Be Married 5pm - 9pm 

It's your moment to 

shine and Mason's 
is here to help. 3800 Nicollet Avenue * 612.823.4790 + blackbirdmpls.com 

АХД 

Offering spectacular spaces 

in a 

comfortable, 
friendly, 
historic 

neighborhood < J is 6868 

restaurant. AF ; 


RESTAURANT BARRE 


ICEHGLUSE 


MPLS. MINN 


2528 NICOLLET AVE SOUTH * MINNEAPOLIS 
612.276.6523 


OPEN FOR LUNCH, BRUNCH, DINNER AND LATE NIGHT. 
MUSIC 7 DAYS/WEEK 


durs 


6th & Hennepin @ 

The Cowles Center 
masonsmn.com 
612.516.3344 


Bringing the traditional catering back to the Twin Cities 
Joel Frampton, Owner/Caterer 
CATERING & DELI 


D'AMICO 
CATERING 
"Best Venue" “Best Caterer” “Best Caterer” 
MINNESOTA BRIDE MINNESOTA MEETINGS AND EVENTS MINNESOTA BRIDE 
OUR VENUES 


Calhoun Beach Club, International Market Square, 
Mill City Museum, Minneapolis Institute of Arts, McNamara Alumni Center, 


Metropolitan Ballroom and Clubroom, Pique Travel, The Museum of Russian Art 
Walker Art Center 


www.partyonstillwater.corn 


651-206-4882 Pryn 


Event Planning * Gift Baskets * Promotional Products * Rentals i U Weddings 


photography by noah wolf 
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THE 
VENUE 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Each wedding begins with a vision. Some people have a whole vision scrapbook put 
together, others have a Pinterest board. No matter what pieces are included in your vision, 
you're well-aware that the venue sets the tone for the whole event. As the backdrop against 
which the entire wedding is set, it is often what most couples lock down first. 

300 Clifton could be that place. The house was built in 1887 by C.M. Douglas, who 
owned a coal delivery business. Built in the Queen Anne style, with prominent porches and 
a turret in the southeast, the mansion has gone through many lives. 

The house was purchased in 1905 by Eugene and Merrette Carpenter and was owned 
by the family until 1948. This constitutes the historically significant time period. Eugene 
Carpenter and Merrette Lamb came from lumber milling families and were owners of 
the Carpenter-Lamb Lumber Co. of Minneapolis. The Carpenters were also significant 
patrons of the arts and Eugene Carpenter played a pivotal role in establishing the Min- 
neapolis Institute of A rts. 

Since then, the home has switched residents multiple times (even had a stint as 
an office building for awhile), before current owners Norman and John bought it in 
September 2013 with a vision. 

“While doing research before purchasing, we discovered the home's amazing 
backstory,” Norman says. “We decided it would be too selfish for us just to live here by 
ourselves, so we decided to tell the story through the bed and breakfast.” 

In 2014 the couple legally changed the use of the house back to a residence and estab- 
lished it as a Bed & Breakfast. It is currently a six-room bed and breakfast, complete with a 
salon/spa, which is scheduled to open in the spring of 2015. 

Norman and John’s passion comes from the guests’ enjoyment of the space as well 
as giving back not only to the neighborhood, but Minneapolis itself. This commitment 
to guests is clear throughout their entire practice. They offer a completely customizable 
experience: with no preferred vendors, guests are encouraged to bring in whoever makes 
their event the wedding of their dreams. Guests are also welcome to decorate as they 
wish and Norman and John will rearrange any furniture for special accommodations. 

That being said, not much outside decoration needs to be brought in, the mansion 
itself provides a lot of that already. 

“Our main mansion has its original 1906 layout complete with formal dining room, li- 
brary, grand drawing room, front and side hallways, second floor library, grand staircase, 
oak paneled hallways, Tiffany fixtures, and crystal chandeliers,” Norman says. “We are 
one of the very few mansions restored on the Loring Hill. Most venues get very commer- 
cial, we are and will always be a house.” 

With that mansion aesthetic in mind, guests are sure to love all of the touches 
throughout the space. Namely, the main house interior is lavishly decorated with period 
lighting and crystal chandeliers, the outdoors lit with lampposts. 

Furniture rearranging is not the only way the owners are willing to customize the 
space. Which rooms are used for what is also up to guest discretion. Although they rec- 
ommend the grand drawing room for a band or dance floor, the rest of the space can be 
utilized as the guest sees fit. For example, all of the bed and breakfast’s guest rooms can 
be used for many different things, from getting ready the day-of to overnight guests. Nor- 
man and John are ready and willing to help you see how every aspect of your wedding 
can be done at 300 Clifton: rehearsal dinner, rehearsal dinner, ceremony, reception...the 
options are endless. 

Even the size of your event is up for negotiation. Norman says that they’ve housed up 
to 300 people before. Although smaller crowds may be most comfortable in the space, 
larger sizes are also doable, depending on the flow of people and the use of space. 


To set up an appointment, contact 300 Clifton at 504-450-1466. 
300 Clifton Ave., Minneapolis 
www.300clifton.com 


The Producers 
Andy Lien 
Shane Lueck 


5, The Photography 
«Matt Lien Photography 
www.mattlien.com 


The Dress 

Anne McNulty & Carmen Duerr 
The White Room 
www.thewhiteroommpls.com 


The Suit 
DanMichael Batista, Dapper Dan Michael 
www.dapperdanmichael.com 


The Florals 
Lisa Roy, Flora Bella 
www.florabellastudio.com 


The Food 
Jonathon Wipfli, The Minnesota Spoon 
www.theminnesotaspoon.com 


The Cake 
Taste of Scandinavia 
www.tasteofscandinavia.com 


The Drinks 

Erik Eastman, Easy & Oskey 
www.easyandoskey.com 
South Lyndale Liquors 
www.southlyndale.com 


The Venue 
300 Clifton 
www.300clifton.com 


The Hair 
Norman 


The Models 

Jessie Jacobson 

Kate Moore 

Tawnya "Sweetpea" Konobeck 
Denise "Seven" Bailey 

Justin Novak 

Jason Yackel 


The Makeup 

Brett Dorrian, Brett Dorrian Artistry 
Studios 

www.brettdorrian.com 


Brett Dorrian Artistry Studios is 

an award-winning and published 
makeup, hairstyling, and photography 
studio in St. Paul offering services 
for weddings, headshots, Hollywood 
portraits, events,lessons, editorial, 
and media. 
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THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 


Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 
Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 
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www.houseliftinc.com š *4 cy) Of, Ae 1900 LaSalle 
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4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 z ° N USEN (612) 871-2702 


612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 i M A N S I O N thevandusenmansion.com 
MN LIC #BC378021 


GRUBER 
WOBODA 


GENEVEE 
DANIELS LOVE 


MISS GAY USOFA NEWCOMER 2014 W. YOUR REIGNING 
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5 Ç К GISTRATION 
$18-25 | illusiontheater.org | 612.339.4944 | 528 Hennepin Ave., MPLS q“ “SPM VIP TICKETS $15 
INTERVIEW 6PM GENERAL SEATING $10 GENERALE ADMISSION $5 | 
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МАМУ WONDERFUL PEOPLE MADE THIS Г 


JAY POSSIBLE 
WE CAN'T THANK YOU ENOUGH 


BRIDES 
Ania Nadybska + Molly Ahern 


BRIDESMAIDS 1 
Kelly Jaedike (Molly's sister), Jennifer DeChant (friend) [/ 4 
Diana Boykin (friend), Rabin Cornacchio (friend) 2 


4 = READERS > » 4 

j : avid Ahern (Molly's brother), Stephan Courtright (теп Ф p^ 
ii € 

25.1 SINGERS ` ë 


y N Samantha Jaedike & Sydnee Jaedike (nieces) 


WALKING DOWN THE ISLE 
MOLLY: Jan & John Ahern (parents) H 
ANIA: Dylan Bailey (nephew) ^ Жү 


OFFICIANT ec Уг?” 
Regina Schlichtmann (friend) ( и 
у „Ж О » 
PERSONAL ATTENDANT ' PS ; 
Holly Osias (friend) 
GREETER [ i 
Kristi Scouton. (cousin) j | 
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Bride Bridesmaid Bridesmaid 


WM Our crazy wedding party 


“А Polish girl and an Iowan farm girl walk into a 
movie..." 

What may sound like the start of a bad joke is actually 
how Molly and Ania's love story begins. Ten years ago, 
Molly was working as a business manager for her sister's 
restaurant when Ania, a new server, walked past with a 
training group. Though Ania caught Molly's eye when she 
walked by, it was her thick Polish accent that captured 
Molly's attention. Molly recalls, “When she stood up and 
said something, I was like, ‘I’m in love with this girl’...I 
didn't even know her. I heard her speak, and I knew I 
wanted to date her." 

After weeks of flirting, Molly asked Ania out on a date. 
In an attempt to impress Ania, Molly planned to take her 
to an epic period piece movie. The women quickly realized 
something was strange when "the previews started, and 
one preview kept going and going...we realized we went 
to the wrong movie." What they thought was an artsy 
period piece was actually Napoleon Dynamite. The women 
laughed through what became their favorite movie, and 
they've been laughing together ever since. 

The women quickly fell in love with each other. Ania 
was drawn to Molly's personality and sense of humor. 
Molly valued and respected Ania's Polish culture and 
loved Ania's winning smile. They became partners in life 
and business by turning their shared love of photography 
into their own studio, am photography. When they aren't 
working their full-time jobs (Molly is a social media 
specialist, and Ania is a director of online content strategy 
and branding), the dream duo works together to capture 
everyday moments and special events. 

After several years of dating, Molly decided that she 
wanted to take the next step. When the couple traveled to 
Costa Rica in 2009 with Molly's sister and brother-in-law, 
Molly planned the perfect proposal. With the help of her 
sister, Molly scheduled a horseback-riding excursion that 
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The Evolution of Weddings 


Prom Catering 


For over 70 years, Prom Catering has provided stunning and memorable 
wedding fare for celebrations throughout the Twin Cities. 


Let us help you create an event that truly reflects your personal style. 


Columbia Golf Manor | Como Golf Course | Cowles Conservatory 
Loring Park | Phalen Golf Course | Prom Event Center 
Tartan Park | Theodore Wirth Clubhouse | Union at St. Anthony 


All- 
Inclusive 
Weddings 
for 150 
starting! 
at $7,500 


651.501.8191 | promcatering.com 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR SMOKING PATIO 
JUKEBOX • VIDEO GAMES ® 756 POOL TABLES • PINBALL 
DARTS * PULL TABS ® АТМ MACHINE ОМ PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. à PM-2 AM • SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 АМ 


Singles Pool 
TOURNAMENT 


Sun., April 19 • 4 PM 


| ИЕР Your BARTENDER 


DINNER THEATRES NS 
-— 


nhassen 
© 


та NEVER А COVER CHARGE 
f f g% "like" us on Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
facebook 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis ° (612) 871-5553 • www.19bar.itgo.com 
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Ania and Molly were asked many € ^ ë ; 
questions leadine up to the 
wedding, including the classic 
lesbian wedding question— 
“Who's wearing the dress?” 
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Your big day is here! Allow us to share the best with your guests. 
651-690-0075 ° justtruffles.com 


Seating from 10-350 people 
Wedding Receptions, Rehearsal Dinners, and Banquets 
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612.338.6131 BL MIXED : = = 
MIXEDBLOOD.COM ШЕН THEATRE The Crown Room Banquet Center | thecrownroomrogerscom | 763-498-1981 


п ixed ARTY AND TENT RENTAL 
s | g n a Is. Delivering Style to Your Space 


Sendi ` 
I apres 


Now available on 
Apple & Android 
(oh, and on the radio too). 


RAD 0 M Tenting | Tables | Chairs | Lounge | Tabletop | Décor 


770,» 1007741045 em 
x ж + Real College Radio x = x apresparty.com e Edina Showroom e 952.942.3399 


Photo-by-Robert Evans 
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How'd 1 get this anyways? 
ПШ? а somewhat fancy outfit, or a man ina 
you Odds are, that was someone trom the 
9: go bad feel tree to blame this person. 


Well, that's nice, but just what is this fine informational 
|? 


mational pamphlet will offer you guidance and helpful 
о help you survive two chicks getting hitched You wil find this 
hlet full ot useful advice For example, it's probably not a good idea to. 
during the ceremony because it will be very short, and you don't 
оо! on your fancy ошї. Plus. if the brides see you sleeping, bad 


I'm already hungry, and | spy with my naked eye some 
food. Can | eat it? 

Please help yourself Use your fingers. forkc or whatever is required and 
enjoy i! Unless you have a nut allergy... please do not eat nuts. Tho brides 
want tonight to be memorable - but full ot positive memories. Make sure to 
eot a lot so that you have energy fora litle dancing afterwards! 


How about drinks? | need to loosen up a bit. I'm still 
nervous. 

We've got you covered. The bar will be open for your enjoyment for a tew 
hours. All you have to do ts walk up to the bartender and say the magic 
words: KOCHAM CIE TAK BARDZO for your free drinks 


How will | know which of the brides is the groom? 
Wait...what? This is a lesbian wedding with two brides. It won't be hard to 
pick them out from the crowd. They will most likely be in a wedding dress or 
a chicken costume. No grooms today. Sorry 


SO youre at a lesbian wedding 


A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO ROCKING THE NIGHT AND FIGURING OUT JUST WHAT EXACTLY IS GOING ON. 


Well, everything looks lovely, but now what? 

Excellent question Feel free to grab a drink or two, get to know your 
neighbors standing to your le and enjoy a small noth or two. Tho ceremony 
wil start promptly at 7.00 pm. No worries, tere is [teraly no way to miss t 
-unless you're stuck in the bathroom, 


Hey, where's the guest book? 

The book is hiding in the restaurant for you to find. So take a minute to search 
around and see if you can locate it If you find it, now's your chance to grab а 
writing device and write a litle something for them Io enjoy for yearo to 

come... wedding advice, a name for their future child, your favorite recipe ога 
funny story. Make tham cry or make them laugh - be creative! 


Wait was that the whole ceremony? 

Yep, that's it Odds are thot you just aat through a very short ceremony. 
That was probably not the ceremony you expected .. or maybe it was. Rest 
assured, unless one of the brides ran away sobbing, that ceremony went 
according to plan. 


I'm getting hungry again from all this excitement... 
where can 1 get something to eat? And where do 1 sit? 
The brides did not want anyone to feel awkward sitting at a table with a 
bunch of strangers, so please sit anywhere. Go ahead and check out the 
food station, grab a passed appetizer and enjoy some yummy food and 
decide where you'd Ike to eatit- tables, couches, bar - anywhere is free 
game. Enjoy! 


1 ат feeling the music. Can I drop it like it's hot? 
Yes please. Dancing is highly encouraged tonight. If you have a song that 
moves you. please let tho DJ know ASAP. And then start moving. Others wil 


Wait, someone said dessert? Whaaaaaat? 

Оп yes, dessert The brides could not decide on one type cf sweet to share with 
everyone tonight Instead, they created a YUMMY SWEET STATION with a 
sampling of desserts. So please help yourself and go back for more. And again 
and well, one more tmo. Ah, dessert 


And what's up with the blankets everyone is talking 
about? 

Considering this is not a typical warm summer wedding. the brides wanted 

to thank yeu for being part ol ther special day with a fuzzy. cozy gift Since they 
could’ find enough baby kittens for today, they decided to sente for blanket. 
Please make sure to grab one on your way home One blanket 

per family pisase. 


Selfles, | must take some selfies! And pictures of other 
drunk people. 

Yes, please do Salies, group shots, funny shots - all encouraged! And if you 
decide to post them on instagram or facebook, please use hashtag #amwedding 
(Hashtag = one cf those old fashioned tic-ac-tce symbols with some words 
behind t Long story short, its а "thing" to do today on social media to seem cool) 


Whew, I'm exhausted. Time to call it a night. 

The brides would love to thank you profusely for coming to the party. Please drive. 
safely, and if you took any pictures during the event, please text them to the girls 
tomorrow They will greatly appreciate it. Hugs. XOXO 


follow. Hopefully. 


promised to end at the base of a glorious water fall. 
The excursion ended after a hot, sticky, and sweaty 
ride through the jungle, when they arrived at the most 
disappointing waterfall the women had ever seen. "It 
was a total letdown because it was the dry season," 
Molly recalls. "The waterfall was really just a trickle, 
and the water below was green and nasty." 

With the encouragement of her sister, Molly 
decided to go forward with the proposal as planned. 
Molly's sister herded all the tourists away so the 
women could share a private moment by the lacklus- 
ter waterfall. Ania had no idea what was going on until 
Molly got down on one knee and asked her “Will you 
marry me?” in Polish. Ania recalls, “I was very impressed because in Pol- 
ish, ‘Will you marry me?’ is very dependent on the gender and the time of 
the proposal. You can say it so many different—and so many wrong—ways. 
She said it perfectly."Ania joyously agreed, and the couple celebrated their 
engagement. 

After ten years of being together (and a four-year engagement), Molly 
and Ania tied the knot on December 13, 2014. The women had a casual 
ceremony and reception at Spill the Wine in Uptown Minneapolis. Ania 
notes, ^We wanted it to be with the people we love...full of love, emotion, 
and humor." 

One humorous aspect that made quite an impression on guests was the 
program. Ania and Molly were asked many questions leading up to the wed- 
ding, including the classic lesbian wedding question—"Who's wearing the 
dress?" The women took all those questions and provided funny yet informa- 
tive answers in their Practical Guide for Attending a Lesbian Wedding. The 
program also introduced the wedding party in an unconventional way; Molly 
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stamwedding 


and Ania flipped their guests' expectations around 
through a mugshot-themed bridal party photo. 

The couple worked closely with Todd Pinzuti 
from Bungalow 6, an event design and décor com- 
pany that hopes to become the go-to group for GLBT 
weddings, to completely transform their venue to 
capture their dream feel. Todd describes the wed- 
ding's aesthetic as “hipster lesbian chic with a color 
story of grey and yellow." As a full-service décor 
company, Bungalow 6 designs all aspects of events, 
starting with an initial concept all the way through to 
the execution of the vision. 

In order to create a casual, cocktail lounge atmo- 
sphere, Pinzuti and his crew removed Spill the Wine's existing furniture 
and brought in new lounge furniture. They also created unique floral ar- 
rangements, table settings, and a jaw-dropping star backdrop that twinkled 
behind the women as they exchanged vows. 

Before the women arrived, guests were invited to enjoy a cocktail 
hour and relax in the space. Ania remembers waiting behind the curtain 
and getting ready to enter the space: "Everyone knew we were there 
and there was an epic rush of adrenaline and excitement. Everyone was 
cheering for us. Walking down and seeing all the people we know in the 
same room was amazing." 

As a way to reflect their individual personalities, the women wrote 
their own vows, incorporating five statements of love and five promises 
to the other. The crowd went wild when Ania said, “I love you more than 
Starbucks," and Molly countered with, “I love you more than bacon." 
Through laughter and heartfelt sentiments, the two professed their love 
and were married. 


4 S LJ 
'Two very special moments stood out for А š ] 
Ania, whose family was not able to travel jewel r y Я ата 1 


from Poland for the event. Ania's sister virtu- h ome 
ally attended the wedding via Skype, and £ Trunk Show 
Ania was extremely moved by the surprise. C h OCO | ate May 1-2 


Additionally, Molly's nephew walked Ania 
down the aisle, a moment that truly depicted 
the blending of their families. 


The couple turned to the skills and E Shops at 
py А А di Excelsior & Grand 
talents of their friends to plan their wedding ` 3826 Grand Way 


in less than six months. Molly's nieces sang е St. Louis Park 
a song during the ceremony, and Regina, 952.922.8364 
a mutual friend, got ordained in order to 
preside over the wedding. Molly and Ania 
were also able to enjoy stepping out from 
behind their cameras and be the center of 
attention, and they entrusted their photogra- 
phy to Jamie Stoia, a lifestyle photographer 
and close friend. 

Molly and Ania also incorporated several 
personal touches into their event. They 
planned a personalized menu with the help 
of Barbara DeVos, former manager at Spill 
the Wine. Ania created a signature martini 
with pear vodka and dry ice. The women 
also honored their grandmothers' memories 
through toasts with their grandmothers' 
favorite drinks—Molly sipped Pepsi while 
Ania slammed vodka. 

Molly, Ania, and their guests danced the 
night away, and Molly says she had so much 
fun that she would get married again in a 
heartbeat. She adds, "It felt like a reception 
the whole time!" One additional element that 
added to the party feel was a choreographed 
flash mob, performed by the bridal party, 
serving staff, and a few brave guests. As the 
night drew to a close, guests were invited 
to take home a cozy blanket for some much 
needed relaxation time. 

Looking to the future, Molly and Ania 
are excited to spend the rest of their lives 
in laughter and joy together. The women 
plan to have children and continue traveling, 
both around the world and around Eden 
Prairie on their scooters. Whatever the 
future brings, they know that their love will 
keep them going. But one thing is for sure: 
they will always end their night by saying 
"goodnight" in Polish, a special tradition that 
reminds them of the magic that happens 
when two women who were born thousands UETTE 
of miles apart find their home in the arms of Рилсе 
each other. Bi 


www.StyleByMax.com 


Luxury Apartments 


RESOURCES Бихиш #4 Living Urban Contemporary Contemporary Lifestyle 
Photography: Jamie Stoia Portrait Design 1314 Marquette Avenue 740 Mississippi River Blvd S ПО West Grant Street 
Date of Wedding: December 13, 2014 Minneapolis, MN 55403 St. Paul, MN 55116 Minneapolis, MN 55403 
Dating Since: September 6, 2004 612.339.9600 651.698.8866 6123420110 


я Я marquetteplace.com i 
Location of Ceremony/Reception: q P 740riverdrive.com onetengrant.com 


Spill the Wine 
Florist: Bungalow 6 Design Marquette Place, One Ten Grant, and 740 River Drive offer our residents a wide array of amenities, 
including 24-Hour concierge services, chauffeured car service, business centers, fitness centers, 


Decor: Bungalow 6 Design . pon : š à 
indoor/outdoor swimming pools and even complimentary continental breakfast Monday-Friday! 


Stylist: Stephan Courtright of Wave Salon 


DJ: SRS Groove 
Invitations: Ania Unfurnished and furnished, Long and short term rentals available. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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ONLY $100 


Announcement includes photo and up to 
50 words. Appears in print, online iPad 
and iPhone editions for 2 weeks. 
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Ө StudioSame 


651.247.0681 Pat@StudioSame.com StudioSame.com 


April 9-25 


A GLBTQ awareness 
event including theater, 
music, and visual art 
created by numerous 
artists within the local 
GLBTQ community. 
April Showers has been 
developed to focus on 
community 
understanding, using 
both art and conversation 
to promote awareness. 
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2605 Hennepin Ave S, Uptown MPLS 
phoenixtheatermpls.org 


| The Marriage Ceremony Uniting 


Justin Torscher Jagoe 
and 
Kevin Richard Watson 
Saturday, April 5 2014 
First Unitarian Society of Minneapolis 
#jkspecialday 


People become politically involved for various reasons 
... finding a significant other is likely not one of them. But 
that’s exactly what happened for Justin and Kevin Jagoe. 

When answering the question, How did you meet?, 
Kevin’s short answer is: “Through queer organizing on 
college campuses... and drinking at The Saloon.” The 
long answer: when the two were in college (Kevin as a 
senior at Hamline University and Justin as a junior at the 
University of Minnesota), they met through a mutual 
friend, Alfonso Wenker, who ended up being Kevin’s best 
man. Kevin had gotten to know Alfonso through working 
across various Twin Cities private colleges to coordinate 
GLBTQ programming. 

Kevin says, “I went to The Saloon on a Thursday night 
— May 5, 2007 (Justin interrupts: ‘It was April 5") — in- 
tent on dancing and spending time with Hamline friends. I 
ran into Alfonso and his group of U of M friends. At some 
point in the evening, Alfonso literally pushed the two of us 
together to dance and that was how we met.” 

Justin is quick to add, “It doesn’t sound terribly romantic 
to say we met at a bar, does it? But the truth is that we had a 
really immediate connection.” In the week or so following the 
night that Alfonso pushed them together, Justin can’t think 
of a single day they didn’t see each other. “We just kept being 
with each other, spending time together, going out together, 
staying in together. What I love about our story is how 
gradually it grew into something so wonderful. Kevin went in 
my mind from being this really fun guy to being somebody 
I suddenly realized I was in love with, to being the person I 
needed in my life.” 

Kevin must have felt the same way, because five years 
later, they found themselves in New York City as part of 
their anniversary weekend. Kevin proposed to Justin on 
a bluff overlooking Harlem Meer, a lake in Central Park, 
before spending the rest of the week around Manhattan, 
visiting restaurants and taking in Wicked on Broadway. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 54 
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"It wasn't his first choice to propose to me there,” Justin shares. “We 
spent half our trek around Central Park looking for a particular flower gar- 
den that Google Maps assured him would be there. A few times I asked if 
we could be done walking, but Kevin was strangely adamant about finding 
it. We never did find that garden, but I have a hard time thinking it could be 
better than being proposed to while overlooking Harlem Meer." 

When it came time to plan the wedding, the couple formed a committee 
with the two of them and Justin's sister and cousin, who had both planned 
weddings with family members before. Their friends, Alfonso and Ryan 
Kroenig (who is the owner and principal of Events by Lady K), also have 
been a part of event planning for a number of years, so the couple had a lot 
of resources at their disposal. 

Incidentally, the committee began planning precisely 400 days 
before the wedding — a complete coincidence, but an interesting one 
nonetheless. ^We actually took minutes, defined roles, volunteered to 
undertake tasks, maintained guest databases, and corresponded via email 
between meetings," Justin says. “In retrospect, all the over-organizing was 
a good call; very little, if anything, got missed, and there were no real blow- 
ups or altercations or misunderstandings or hurt feelings in the planning 
process. It really worked out swell!" 

That level of involvement was natural for the committee, made up of 
multiple event planners. Ryan was part of the entire planning process in 
the most literal sense: he went along with Kevin when he went engagement 
ring shopping to propose to Justin. "They are two of my best friends, and I 
was honored to be not only their wedding planner, but part of Kevin's wed- 
ding party," Ryan says. 

Beyond that, he even assisted with venue selection for their reception 
(identifying potential locations, setting up tours, and being the on-site 
contact the day of the wedding), was part of the menu planning and tast- 
ing process, created the flow of the day, and ensured all the details were 
taken care of. There's more: he assisted with vendor selection for décor, 
such as uplighting and linen rentals, registry website to support their 
Paris honeymoon, and designed and provided the centerpieces. Ryan, 
with Events by Lady K, was the event planner du jour (and more!). 

And what an event it was! Kevin has been doing marketing and brand- 
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ing for organizations for a number of years, so he took the lead in creating 
the color palette, logo, typography, etc. "Justin definitely had input along 
the way but really we had a similar aesthetic for the wedding and there 
wasn't a whole lot of need to give and take throughout the planning pro- 
cess," Kevin says. "We wanted things to have a clean, modern look, using 
bright colors that helped convey a sense of fun for our day." 

To which Justin responds, “Kevin’s being way too charitable in his as- 
sessment of my input. The truth is that Iam NOT much of an aesthete or 
stylist. At least, I knew I wouldn't have nearly as strong of opinions on the 
colors, logos, or typography of the ceremony as he would. I actually think 
Ileft Kevin completely beside himself one evening when he asked for my 
opinions on colors, and I more or less said 'I dunno... blue's nice, I guess." 

But of course, Justin completely trusted Kevin's sense of style, and 
completely trusted the rest of the committee to say what worked and what 
didn't. As far as his own original contributions to the ceremony, Justin 
confesses he's a bit of a movie geek, and Kevin was kind enough to let him 
figure out the musical selections (mostly, they were music pieces from the 
Scores of movies he enjoys, like the Studio Ghibli animated films, a piece from 
the Pixar movie Up, and one piece by Dvorak that Justin absolutely adores. 

According to Ryan, the aesthetic was very "Modern Geek Chic,” 
very sleek and consistent. It was based on the logo Kevin designed that 
appeared on everything from their save-the-date to the day-of programs. 
They even created a hashtag, #JKSpecialDay, like the social-media-savvy 
millennials they are. 

"[ had a very strong idea that we carry our branding through from the 
engagement party to the honeymoon," Kevin says. “Гуе always enjoyed 
brand consistency and doing this sort of work so being able to bring that to 
our celebration meant a lot to me. Once we chose our color palette and fonts, 
Icreated a logo and we built the rest of the wedding materials from there." 

Ryan says, "The bright color scheme of aqua and lime green influenced 
the pops of color that were prominent but not over-the-top." Each man had 
a color for the wedding (Justin's was that aqua Ryan was talking about and 
Kevin's was lime green) that was carried through each side of the wedding 
party as well as their individual clothing and boutonnieres. They also had 
custom shoes done for all of the guys in the wedding party to help make 
the guys' clothes more interesting. 


The pops of color worked beautifully, 
from the traditional appearance of colors 
throughout the wedding party in dresses, 
suit accents, and flowers, to the trendy de- 
tails with contrasting color custom-Converse 
shoes. The colors were carried throughout 
the reception venue in alternating uplight- 
ing along the walls, napkins at each place 
setting, and centerpieces of candles. Each 
of them had one special and personal touch 
they wanted as part of the celebration: 
Kevin's love of penguins, which appeared 
in the cake topper, and Justin's love of Star 
Wars, which he used to created table signs 
denoted by references from the movies. 

It's clear that the men worked hard to 
make the ceremony reflect each person 
individually as well as part of a couple. Their 
choice in ceremony venue (First Unitarian 
Society of Minneapolis) and officiant (Rev. 
Dr. David Breeden) helped bring in their 
Humanist values, while their reception 
venue (American Swedish Institute) allowed 
the nearly 200 guests space to celebrate. 

"It was important to both of us to have 
our ceremony reflect our deeply held beliefs 
and values," Kevin says. “We didn't want to 
use clergy from the religions of either of our 
childhoods and we wanted something other 
than a strictly secular ceremony." 

For now, the couple is focusing on their 
advanced degrees. Kevin is on track to earn 
his masters in nonprofit management from 
Hamline this spring. Once that happens, he 
will be studying to enter the seminary to 
become a Unitarian Universalist/Humanist 
minister. He'll have to take on an internship 
someplace — which means, possibly, they'll 
be heading out of state, but it'll be a great 
adventure. 

As for Justin, he's got about a semester and 
a half before work begins on his thesis for his 
МЕА in writing (also at Hamline) with a focus 
in creative nonfiction. Fortunately, he is able to 
work on his thesis remotely if needed. 

"If we end up moving for Kevin's 
internship, ГИ have something to do while 
he becomes a minister," Justin says. "And 
who knows after that! Maybe a family? We've 
talked about it, but we've not yet talked 
about it enough." ш 


RESOURCES: 

Wedding Planner: Events by Lady K 
Photography: Rebecca Jean Lawrence 
Photography 

Florist: Lexington Floral 

Jewelry: Danny Sathoff Designs 

Suits: Wedding Chapel Bridals in New Hope 
Shoes: Converse Custom Design 


Invitations/Stationery: Designed by Kevin, 
www.HumanistNotes.com 
Linens/Tableware: Accents from Linen 
Effects, everything else from American 
Swedish Institute 


Lighting: Uplighting by EMI Audio 
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Commers Custom Jewelers 
612-339-7777 


Free Spirit Building - 217 Fifth Ave. N. Suite 100 - Minneapolis, MN 55401 
www.facebook.com/pages/Commers-Custom-Jewelers/95530942545 


www.commerscustomjewelers.com 
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( MARKETPLACE } 


BY LYNN INGRID NELSON AND KRISTEN REBOLLO 


Those who appreciate the craftsmanship of items that are 
handmade are already anticipating the 29th annual American Craft 
Council (ACC) show April 10-12 at RiverCentre in St. Paul. ACC 
followers have their favorite artists, and love visiting with them 
among the 240 booths that transform RiverCentre into a potpourri 
of eye-popping jewelry, clothing, and home décor items from 
across the country. 

Show goers often prepare shopping lists in advance, so they 
can buy special one-of-a-kind gifts for weddings and birthdays in 


the coming year. ACC Marketing Director Pamela Diamond has the 
benefit of working with ACC artists at shows in Baltimore, Atlanta, 
San Francisco and St. Paul. She has a discerning eye, and has hand- 
picked just a few of her favorite wedding gifts, rings, and fashions 
for Lavender readers from this year's ACC collection. 
To order tickets: craftcouncil.org/stpaul 

For additional information, visit craftcouncil.org or follow 
ACC on Facebook at facebook.com/CraftCouncil and on Twitter at 
twitter.com/craftcouncil. 


1. GEORGE SAWYER | 
EXTRAORDINARY JEWELRY 
www.georgesawyer.com 

George Sawyer's ring is part of 
Sawyer's Mirror Image wedding and 
commitment rings collection. Each 
one-of-a-kind set of rings is made of 
mirror image patterns, as unique as 
a fingerprint. Sawyer also creates 
earrings, pendants, men's jewelry, 
custom pieces, and other pieces of 
unique wearable fine art. 


2. DANNY SAATHOFF 
www.dannysaathoff.com 

Danny Saathoff's rings are created by 
finding the beauty in recycled products, 
and putting together components that 
don't usually work together. 


3. LAUREN NEAL | NEAL JEWELRY 
Formerly Carrier Pigeon, Neal's 
beautifully textured ring is inspired by 
sandy landscapes. The Gold & Dune 
Collection Plateau Ring was hand- 
carved in wax and cast in ancient 
bronze. The rich red undertones convey 
images of the sun beating on sand in 
the desert or at the beach. 


4. BETTY JAEGER | 3 JAG DESIGN 
www.3jagdesign.com 

Goldsmith Betty Jaeger creates custom- 
made rings. Jaeger's rings are made of 
various metals with hints of color from 
diamond chips or metals. Jaeger has 
been working one-on-one with clients 
and couples to create the perfect piece 
of jewelry for over six years in 

the Twin Cities. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 60 = 


58 | LAVENDER | APRIL 2-15, 2015 


GET READY TO LOL! 


e 


Rey 


\ 


-PANTAGES THEATRE 
110 Hennepin Ave. | Minneapolis, MN 55403 
800-982-2787 | www.hennepintheatretrust.org 


+ MurrayandPeterPresent (3@mppresent М @mppresent 
ticketmaster 


5. AYESHA MAYADAS | AYESHA 
STUDIO JEWELRY 
www.ayeshastudio.com/ayesha- 
mayadas 

Mayada creates a perfect union 
between metal (silver, gold, and 
platinum) and stones when crafting 
her jewelry. Every line, along with 
form, weight, and balance are key 
components to her work. 


6. TERRY FROMM 
www.terryfromm.com 

Terry Fromm's Holloware Collection 
includes modern home décor 
constructed from lead-free pewter. 
These abstract salt and pepper shakers 
are a perfect gift for the couple-to-be, as 
well as a great conversation piece at the 
dinner table. 


7. MARGO PETITTI | MARGO PETITTI INC. 
www.margopetitti.com 

Margo Petitti classic-style pocket 
squares, ties, and scarves are offered in 
dozens of styles, all handstitched from 
luxurious fabrics produced in the finest 
Italian mills. Any of the pieces can be 
the perfect gift for any groomsman, 
with classic patterns such as glen 

plaid, herringbone, houndstooth, and 
birdseye, and a handsome array of 
color schemes. 


8. MUFFY YOUNG | MUFFY YOUNG 
HAND WEAVING 
www.muffyyoung.com 

Young hand-dyes her silk fiber yarn 
to create these intriguing scarves and 
shawls. Young's original wearable 
pieces of art make for a perfect gift for 
the brides' or grooms' mothers. And 
black and white is especially trend- 
worthy this season. 


9. LINDA SENECHAL | STUDIO TESSERE 
Senechal dyes silk and bamboo fabric 
before weaving it into a wearable art. 
Her unexpected color combinations and 
dyeing methods can make the same 
pattern look very different, adding to 
the uniqueness of each scarf or shawl. 
A colorful addition to any wedding 
wardrobe. 
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A HONEYMOON HOTSPOT 


BY KATHLEEN BRADBURY 


By the time our honeymoon rolled around, my wife, Krissy, and I were more than ready to 
switch our snow boots for sandals. Even though we got married in August, we had to delay our 
honeymoon until winter, which gave us the perfect excuse to go somewhere warm and sunny. We 
settled on Belize, a small country in Central America with plenty of unique experiences to offer. 
We fell in love with Belize and the people we met along the way. Belize is a country that truly has 
something for everyone. Whether you want to relax оп a beach at an all-inclusive resort or trek 
through the jungle and crawl through Mayan caves, you can find what you're looking for in Belize. 
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If you are looking for the best you can buy in a heating and cooling system 
consider Rheem — a step up in design, technology and efficiency, saving 


Two Harbors, MN | On Lake Superior 
you money as well as headaches. 


This grand getaway with authentic 
log construction offers the warmth 
and comfort you crave. Lodge rooms 
and suites, cabins and luxurious 
log lake homes sit on 1500' of Lake Model 14AJM, 15 SEER, 2 Ton 
Superior shoreline with endless views. 
Spend the day outdoors, relax in your А À Е 

whirlpool tub, and dine in Splashing и | m! | 
Rock Restaurant. Just 2-miles from l ATING & COOL! 
Gooseberry Falls State Park. 651-294-779 metroheating.net 


(800) 627 -9565 *Typical 2 ton replacement, condenser and coil, price reflects new cost after rebate. 
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$30 OFF 


AAA ODYSSEY A/C Tune-up or Service Call Spring Cleaning Duct Cleaning! 
RESORTS egular $119.00 ' Regular $349.00 
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(Clockwise from top left) A storm caught us as we returned from snorkeling; photo by Krissy 
Bradbury. The ruins at Caracol are nestled within the jungle in the Cayo District; Treehouses at 
Parrot Nest Lodge allow guests to experience the jungle in a whole new way; photo by Krissy 
Bradbury. 


Krissy and I are active and adventurous travelers who value good 
food and unique experiences. We are mindful about our travel bud- 
get and prioritize adventure over luxury. We tend to stray from the 
beaten path, and here are some Belizean treasures we discovered 
along the way. 

Belize is split up into different districts, each with a unique 
atmosphere. Although tourists often spend most of their time on 
the islands (Cayes) of Belize, the mainland districts have plenty of 
adventures to offer. Two hours mainland, located in the Cayo Dis- 
trict, San Ignacio is a bustling little town that serves as a cultural and 
local hub for tourists and locals. We split our two-week trip evenly 
between the Cayo District and the islands, giving us the perfect bal- 
ance of adventure and relaxation time. 

No matter what area of Belize you're in, it is easy to get around 
and do business with the locals. Most Belizeans speak English and 
Spanish to tourists, but they will converse with each other in laid- 
back Kriol. The Belizean dollar is kept at a 2:1 exchange rate with 
the American dollar, so payment is a breeze. 

Although homosexuality is banned and punishable by law in 
Belize, the locals assured us that the law was rarely inforced. There 
are several well-known GLBT-friendly and GLBT-run businesses in 
both the Cayo District and on the islands. During our travels, we ran 
into several GLBT couples—all of whom flocked to us because my 
equality tattoo acted as a homing device—and we shared our travel 
stories. Our experiences were all similar: none of us had experienced 
any discrimination, though we were all very aware of not being too 
overt in public. We all felt welcomed and safe as GLBT tourists. 

There are plenty of transportation options available to get you 
safely around the country. We relied on William's Shuttle Company 
to travel between San Ignacio and Belize City. William and his crew 
shared their knowledge of Belize with us during the two-hour trek. 
If you want to travel like the locals, you can take the crowded buses 
between the cities, or you can rent a car if you're feeling particularly 
adventurous. The roads are not in the best of shape, and many roads 
to tourist attractions are downright treacherous. The islands can eas- 
ily be reached by water taxi or by a short flight in a propeller plane. 

While in the Cayo District, we stayed at Parrot Nest Lodge, a 
small bed and breakfast in the jungle near Bullet Tree village. Guests 
at Parrot Nest can choose to stay in private cabins or tree houses. 
Breakfast and dinner were fresh, hot, and served at communal tables 
where we bonded with other guests over the day's adventures. The 
lodge manager, Marcus, was able to set up last-minute excursions for 
us and made us feel at home. When we weren't off on our adven- 
tures, we enjoyed tubing down the river behind the lodge with our 
new friends and the dogs of Parrot Nest leading our way. 
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Contact Alexis today at (218) 740.2013 
or aberke@glaquarium.org 


www.glaquarium.org/special-events 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 65 


| HONEYMOON | 


Though many travelers choose to cross into Guatemala to visit 
the awe-inspiring Tikal, there are several Mayan sites in Belize that 
are just as amazing and not as crowded. John, the owner of K’iin 
Winik Jungle Tours, transported us through the Mountain Pine 
Ridge Forest Reserve and to the ancient Mayan site, Caracol. Only 
10% of Caracol is excavated, so the site seems more sacred and pri- 
vate. In addition to explaining the significance of his Mayan heritage, 
John shared some of the wisdom he learned from his grandfather, a 
Mayan medicine man, by pointing out the jungle’s medicinal plants. 

For adventurers who love the outdoors, Mountain Pine Ridge 
offers excellent hiking trails and horseback riding near Barton 
Creek Cave. Cliff jumpers can plummet into the clear waters beneath 
Big Rock Falls. We spent some time exploring Rio On Pools, a set 
of small waterfalls that collect in dozens of pools. The serene, cool 
waters were the perfect place to wash off the grime collected from 
the day’s explorations. 

The highlight of our time in the Cayo District was our experience 
at Actun Tunichil Muknal (ATM) cave. Though we visited several 
other cave systems, we both agree that ATM is by far the best. Not 
for the faint of heart, the strenuous trip to reach ATM requires a 
45-minute jungle hike, crossing three rivers ranging from two to 
five feet deep. Once at the cave, explorers swim into the mouth of 
the cave, tracing the route the Mayans used to take during religious 
rituals and sacrifices. 

After wading through dark waters, shimmying through narrow 
passageways, and scurrying up boulders, visitors are required to 
remove their shoes in order to enter the main dry chamber full of 
Mayan pottery and skeletons from sacrifices. The trip climaxes 1000 
meters into the cave, in the Chamber of the Crystal Maiden, where 
the calcified skeleton of a young girl sparkles in the light of the 
headlamps. Nothing could have prepared us for the surreal eeriness 
of the cave. Simultaneously sublime and haunting, the ATM Cave is 
one attraction that must not be missed. 

If you don't find crawling around in dark caves as enticing as we 
did, there are several other options for more low-key adventuring. 
Take a day trip to see the Mayan ruins at Xunantunich and Cahal 
Pech, or get up close and personal with iguanas at the Green Iguana 
Conservation Project in San Ignacio. 


(Clockwise from top right) A fried masa cake with stew chicken and pickled jalapeno are served 
piping hot at El Fogon; the shrimp po'boys at Blue Water are grilled to perfection; Palm trees 
sway in San Pedro; photos by Krissy Bradbury. 


Our favorite thing about San 
Pedro was the abundance of 
delicious food. 


Exclusively Sening the LGB BT Community 
Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 


° Drug & Alcohol Abuse 

e Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 

e Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 

e Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable 


safe alternative to traditional treatment programs for over 28 years. 


Brighten your future - contact us today. 
www.pride-institute.com | 952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 


BEAUTIFUL. FUNCTIONAL. 
JUST THE WAY YOU WANT. 


p TWIN CITIES = 
CLOSET COMPANY 


Contact us for a free design consultation: 


(612)623-0987 


www.tccloset.com 


2634 Minnehaha Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN 55406 


» RJKRAME 


FLORAL *ATMOSPHERE *ESSENCE 
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Dream in Color 


www.tjkramer.com | 651-227-7091 $ 
Extraordinary Florals Since 1993 `ç 
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(Clockwise from top left) A beach resort on Ambergris Caye; Keel-Billed Toucan with fruit in his 
beak. 


After all of our adventuring in the jungle, we were excited to get 
to the island for some ultimate relaxation. We stayed in San Pedro, 
the main city on Ambergris Caye, known for its amazing food and 
non-stop nightlife. Our bed and breakfast, Changes in Latitude, was 
conveniently located within walking distance of the finest restaurants 
and beaches in San Pedro. After a tasty breakfast and a swim off 
the docks each morning, we set out to meander around the city and 
enjoy the sun. Although San Pedro is easily accessible by foot, many 
tourists choose to rent golf carts or bikes to explore the island more 
thoroughly. We borrowed bikes one day and spent a morning chas- 
ing the sunrise along the beach. 

Our favorite thing about San Pedro was the abundance of 
delicious food. From Jamaican cuisine to fresh seafood, from the 
national dish of rice and beans with stew chicken to steaming hot 
pizza pies, there were enough impressive dining options to keep 
us satisfied. Our favorite restaurant on the island was El Fogon, a 
small open-air restaurant serving up hot salbutes and traditional 


Belizean dishes. After our third visit, the waiters knew us by name After all of our adve nturin g in 


and hugged us when we waddled out of there with full tummies for 


the last time. the jungle, we were excited to 


Other standout restaurants include Waraguma, where fresh 


papusas are lovingly made; Blue Water Grill, an upscale eatery with get to the isl and f or some 


killer drinks; and Elvi’s, where $20 can get a feast of barbecued ribs, 


chicken, and sausage fresh off the barbecue. Between meals, we ultim at er el ax ati on. 


snagged fresh coconut water and coconut ice cream, a much-needed 
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SUBARU SUBAR 
7885 BROOKLYN BLVD | Confidence in Motion 
BROOKLYN PARK, MN 55445 ` 


THE PERFECT PAIR 


STOP IN FOR A. , 
FREE TOUR! 9 


2015 SUBARU LEGACY 
2015 SUBARU OUTBACK 


JOINED TOGETHER WITH SUBARU’S 
SYMMETRICAL ALL-WHEEL DRIVE SYSTEM 


MORRIE'S OUR BEST PRICE FIRST, COMPLIMENTARY 


BUY HAPPY 0 Ü 
РАГЫ САВ WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, A DOWNTOWN DOGS 


PLUS MUCH MORE! 


LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW LEGACY! 


763-424-4400 brooklynparksubaru.com 


St. Louis Park 
is just minutes 
from Downtown 


and Uptown 
Minneapolis! 


for you in St. Тоша Park. 


St. Louis Park has a long history of welcoming diversity. Just like our St Louis Park 


community, our private event facilities are just as unique. We have the space д 
minnesota 


for your wedding, rehearsal dinner and bachelor or bachelorette party. — 
We can also help you with hotel room blocks whether your event is held in И 
St. Louis Park or nearby. Great hotels, hip restaurants and unique spaces www.discoverstlouispark.com 


welcome you and your guests with open arms. Contact us for complimentary infogdiscoverstlouispark.com 


event assistance and for a free St. Louis Park event space guide. (952) 426-4047 a 
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(Clockwise from top left) Kathleen rides a zip line through the jungle canopy; a sunset booze 
cruise is the perfect ending to a perfect day; photos by Krissy Bradbury. Scuba diving in Blue 
Hole and Lighthouse Reef. 


treat after being in the sun all day. 

Belize is a mecca for divers and snorkelers, due to its location 
along the Belize Barrier Reef and its close proximity to Blue Hole. 
Companies offering dive and snorkel trips abound, but we chose 
to snorkel with Ecologic Divers because of their commitment to 
respecting and protecting the reef. Our guide took us to Hol Chan 
Marine Reserve, where we swam with fish and turtles at Hol Chan 
Cut before swimming with sharks and stingrays at Shark Ray Alley. 

When we wanted a more laid-back island feel, we visited Caye 
Caulker, a nearby island easily accessible by water taxi. Known for 
the excellent swimming at The Split, Caye Caulker has a completely 
different vibe from the hustle and bustle of San Pedro. We spent a 
day strolling around the island and reading at The Split, where locals 
sell homemade meat pies and feed the seagulls by hand. 

Our trip wouldn't have been complete without our sunset cruise 
on Ecologic Divers' 50-foot catamaran. Watching the sun set over the 
sparkling blue waters — rum punch in one hand and Krissy's hand 
in the other — was a perfect way to end the honeymoon of a lifetime. 

Belize is the perfect honeymoon destination for any couple that 
wants to experience something completely different. Whether you 
want to relish in luxury at all-inclusive resorts or test your new 
marriage by going on thrill-seeking adventures, Belize is the perfect 
country to celebrate love and life. To start planning your dream vaca- 
tion in Belize, visit www.travelbelize.org. B 


Our trip wouldn't have been 
complete without our sunset 
cruise on Ecologic Divers’ 
50-foot catamaran. Watching 
the sun set over the sparkling 

blue waters. 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN 
Thursday, May 7 


TIME 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


z COST 
FREE! 


WHERE 
Workshop at Union 


Street Level of Union 
731 Hennepin Ave. * Minneapolis 


> 


Enjoy Complimentary 
Hors d’oeuvres, Drink Specials, 
and a chance fo register to 
Win Great Prizes! 

Come as you are - no dress code. 


FOUNDING HOST 
PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, TCGMC, 

Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, 
The Aliveness Project, Mixed Blood Theatre, 
Minneapolis Movie Bears, One Voice, 
Prime Timers MSP, Reclaim!, 

Twin Cities Pride, North Country Bears, 
Freedom Jazz, MN Freedom Band 
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Unique engagement and wedding rings, and more! 

Over 20 years creating beautiful jewelry with passion. ==" 

Over 100 five star reviews and 100% guarantee. 

READ OUR REVIEWS! We serve every couple with joy! You'n 
4305 Upton Avenue South * Minneapolis, MN 55410 • 612-746-0508 


www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com 


YOUR FLORAL DESIGN SPECIALISTS! 
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BEST WISHES FLORAL 
689 WINNETKA AVE. N. 
GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 
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MNAIDSWALK.ORG 
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" APRYL & ASHLEY 
du STORMS 


Photographer: Summer Street Photography 
Wedding Date: July 12, 2014 
Location of Ceremony: The LeBlanc House 
Location of Reception: The Red Stag 
Florist: Rodger Beck Florist 
Wedding Coordinator: Apryl, Ashley, their 
mothers and grandmothers 
Cake: The Wedge Co-op Bakery 
Suit: Brooks Brothers 
Dress: Alex Bridal on Etsy 
Hair: Salon Stella 
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WWW.TWINCITIESLEATHER.COM 
BEER! РТТ, 


TWIN- CITIES LEATHER 


SHEE EF 


live beret 


Kline Cares 


About our 

About our Kline Family... 
About our Community... 
About our 


ENHANCING YOUR CAR BUYING EXPERIENCE. 


For special pricing, contact me directly. 


Jessica Katz 
General Manager 


architecture 


| ай d S C О p e SALES & SERVICE HOURS 


Monday - Thursday: 8:30am - Эрт 
Friday & Saturday: 8:30am - 6pm 


interior design 3080 Highway 61 N. 


Maplewood 


612.870.4081 


shelterarchitecture.com 
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LIZ & BRYCE BYRON 


Photographer: Rebecca Jean 
Lawrence Photography 
Wedding Date: April 27, 2013 
Reception Date: May 3, 2014 
Dating Since: February, 2012 
Location of Ceremony: Lake Harriet Peace Garden 
Location of Reception: Pinstripes 
Florist: Liz & Bryce, flowers from farmers market 
Wedding Coordinator: Liz & Bryce 
Cake: Lucinda and Francesca 
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VENESSA FUENTES & 
CRYSTAL BRINKMAN 


Photographer: Rebecca Jean 
Lawrence Photography 
Wedding Date: September 7, 2014 
Dating Since: 2008 
Location of Ceremony: Powderhorn Park 
Location of Reception: Pillsbury Theater 
Wedding Coordinator: Venessa & Crystal 
Cake: Potluck Desserts 
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DAVID HENDRICKSON 
& TREVOR CHARON 


Photographer: Rebecca Jean 
Lawrence Photography 
Wedding Date: August 2, 2014 
Dating Since: 2011 
Location of Ceremony: Northstar Crowne 
Plaza Hotel — Skygarden 
Location of Reception: Crowne Plaza Great 
Lakes Ballroom 
Wedding Coordinator: Events by Lady K 
Cake: Keys Cafe 
Invitations: Anne McClimmon 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ACUPUNCTURE 


The Balancing Act Acupuncture & 
Massage. Doing what you love is your 
job. Keeping you in Balance is ours. 
Trans* friendly. 1409 Willow Street, 
Ste. 415, Minneapolis. (612) 584.9967, 
www.thebalancingactmn.com. 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Paul Williams Tire & Auto Care is your 
Family-Owned GLBT+ friendly tire 
& automotive service headquarters! 
Come visit us at our convenient Uptown 
ocation- 510 W. Lake St. Minneapolis 
612)823-8255, www.paulwilliamstire.com. 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a  gay-owned community 
coffee shop. Food & coffee created by a 
staff that cares! Meeting Space with a 
gender neutral restroom. 3800 37th Ave 
S, Minneapolis. (612) 724-9895, www. 
ireroastcafe.com. 


COTTAGE HOUSE ° An Occasional Market 
* Next sale: PARIS APARTMENT - APRIL 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Wed - Sun 10am-ópm • 
4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


Junk360, your  veteran-owned junk 
removal specialists! On-demand junk 
removal with aggressive recycling 
programs! Estate, home & storage 
cleanouts, FREE estimates today! Call 
(651) 395-8659 or book online at 
www.junk-360.com. 


PET BOARDING 


Looking for ANIMAL LOVERS to care for 
pets in your home while owners travel. 
Individual placement of pet to your home 
& lifestyle. Fulfill your pet need. Check us 
out, PetsArelnn.com. 


SOLAR ENERGY 


Life. Powered by the sun. Reduce your 
electric bill with Energy Concepts. Great 
incentives available now for limited time 
for solar electric and thermal! Call for 
free evaluation. www.EnergyConcepts.us, 
(715) 381-9977. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


Stephen Parish C.M.T - (612) 875- 
6677. Therapeutic Massage, 
www.stephenparishmassage. 
com. $50 for 60 min. or $75 for 
90 min. Now accepting Visa and 
MasterCard. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (0 (612) 306-6323. 


WEDDING PLANNERS 


The Crown Room Banquet Center- holiday 
parties, corporate events, wedding 
receptions, and more! An incomparable 
experience complete with outstanding 
food and professional staff to cater your 
event needs. TheCrownRoomRogers. 
com, (763) 428-8181. 
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ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


GUN SHOPS 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

* Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN + 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI • 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


PLUMBING * HEATING • COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


(HAGENS 2222) 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 


All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 
www.hagensautobody.com 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


“We treat our 
customers like 


LIGHT'N UP! royalty.” 


— LIGHTING — 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


FLORISTS 


Ë Garden of Z T 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


`A date to remember 
starts with flowers! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


Custom 
Bouquets 
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Serving you for 100 years! S=SiNcE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


o 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION ° RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 

BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Profesional HomeCare Company 

TODD OR LEE 

612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Home Efficiencies 


Windows y^ Y 


"map * 


е Н INDUSTRY LEADING 
construction inc. 10 YEAR 
- и It's that easy P ——— 


612-4 33. d - 


Siding 
Insulation 


Roofing 
Gutters 


6000 PEOPLE. 
i HONEST PRICES. 
DEAN BUILDERS QUALITY CRAFTS. 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


= 


INSURANCE 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


THE NETWORK 


INSURANCE REAL ESTATE 


«ъ State Farm: 14 ар 


Davina Baldwin S. | ч BURNET 


www.davinabaldwin.com 


Making Dreams Come Home?" 


763.535.4788 > T MN 
6262 Boone Ave. N. e www.thenancywalkerteam.com 


Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com nwalker@cbburnet.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. СЕТ 6 1 2 .82 7.95 3 7 m 


Coverage that goes far 
beyond the driveway 


Deb Streeter 


Insurance Agency 
“ух 952-853-9077 
FARMERS dstreeter@farmersagent.com 


INSURANCE www.farmersagent.com /dstreeter 


REAL ESTATE 


TIM 
SALYERS 


REALTOR & 
Keller Williams Associate 


952-250-3669 
TIMSALYERSGKW.COM 
WWW.TIMSALYERS.KWREALTY.COM 


WWW.TIMSALYERS.KWREALTY.COM 
KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY 


7 m" EE 


Gy RealEstate -Instant Access to the Nations 
f —— Top Gay & Lesbian Realtors.. 


www.Gay 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 


BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


IDONAVON KEENEY 
REALTOR’ 
“A BRIDGE BETWEEN BUYERS AND SELLERS” 
m” p:612-232-5527 

h e: DonavonKeeney@edinarealty.com 


Photo by Summer Street Photography 


Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 

Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
provided. 

P.O. Box 667 

Brainerd, MN 564071 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 


and wellness of LGBTQ communities 


through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health 
treatment program for adults living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.dllina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Red Door Services CAPS 
Program 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. Get connected to HIV care, 
support, and services. 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-3307 


www.capsprogram.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build and partner fer a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 

Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding services available. 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


EVENT CENTERS 

American Swedish Institute, 
The 

Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small. 


2600 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


Minneapolis Municipal 
Building 

Exchange your wedding vows 
aout stained glass 
windows & carved Italian 

marble. Intimate. Historic. Classic. 
350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Weddings 


The Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis 

Providing a splendid retreat for 
outstanding women and men since 
1907. 

410 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(651) 813-5300 


www.womansclub.org 


FOUNDATIONS 


The Minneapolis Foundation 
Celebrate with us a century of civic 
engagement, diverse community 
building, and prosperity for all. 
www.mpls100.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Fairview Clinics 

More than 40 locations offering 
same-day appointments, 
extended hours and 24/7 
scheduling. 

2450 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
(855) 324-7843 


www.fairview.org/ clinic 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


RECLAIM! 

Working to increase access to 
mental health support for queer and 
transgender* youth. 

3217 Hennepin Ave. S., Ste. 2 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 235-6743 
http://www.reclaim-lgbtyouth.org 


LIBRARY 


Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation 
plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Cantus 
"The premier men's vocal ensemble 
in the United States." - Fanfare 
Magazine 

1221 Nicollet Ave., Ste. 231 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 435-0055 


www.cantussings.org 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Children's Theatre Company 
North America's flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4944 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and deisic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 


(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 
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Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony Orchestra 
internationally recognized for 
artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multiracial company, 

promotes cultural pluralism through 

artistic excellence and Radical 

Hospitality no-cost admission 
rogram. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebratin 
innovation in the arts, pertormance, 
and academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


One Voice 

Minnesota's LGBTA Chorus. 
Building community and creating 
social change by lifting our voices 
in song. 

732 Holly Ave., Ste. Q 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 298-1954 


www.www.onevoicemn.org 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and ева 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Phoenix Theater 
2605 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
(612) 377-2285 


www.phoenixtheatermpls.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
ен, to elect foir-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hre.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new doy at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


New Life Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive Christian faith community 
daring to live in Jesus’ transforming 
love. Come and see. 

965 Larpenteur Ave. W. 

Roseville, MN 55113 

(651) 488-5581 


www.newlifechurchroseville.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

St. Mark’s Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) 

Wingspan Ministry, Pastoral Care 
for the GLBT community, Education, 
Music, Witness and Advocacy 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651)224-3371 


www.stpaulref.org 


The Episcopal Church of 
Gethsemane 

Historic Building, Progressive Faith 
905 Ath Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 332-5407 


amindtowork.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Minneapolis Movie Bears 
Social networking organization 
catering to the GLBT community for 
movies, theater, games and fun. 
2830 W. 70 1/2 St. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 327-5340 


www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRANSGENDER 


Reclaim 

RECLAIM works to increase access 
to mental health support so that 
queer and transgender* youth. 
3217 Hennepin Ave. S., Ste. 2 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 235-6743 


www.reclaim-lgbtyouth.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 

http://www. DiscoverStillwater.com 
Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 


Explore Minnesota 

Celebrating the unique experiences, 
great places & rich culture that can 
only be found in Minnesota. 

121 7th Place E 

Metro Square, Ste. 100 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(888) TOURISM 


www.exploreminnesota.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 
7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

into@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 
Minneapolis. Popular destination 
for abundant shopping, unique 
restaurants, and FREE Parking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


2005 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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Kat & Chelsie Married Aug '14 


FORBMER STARTS HER 


> + pore 
rae Fe Я 
x7 op > z 


A WEEK OF INSPIRATION AND ACCESS TO TOP DESIGN 
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Midwest Home Design Week is a week-long celebration of design across the Twin Cities 
providing consumers and industry members with design inspiration, ideas and expertise. 
Design Week provides the opportunity to experience unique access and insight into local 
design through events, seminars, panel discussions, design open houses and more. 


j ' m" 
hs nc S age ug vm 
~ $50 OEE. YOUR 

WEDDING BAND 


PURCHASE OF 
$350 OR MORE! 


KICK-OFF EVEN T: SUNDAY APRIL12TH 


11:30AM. - 5PM., HENNEPIN COUNTY LIBRARY - 
MINNEAPOLIS CENTRAL LIBRARY 300 NICOLLET MALL, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 


KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 


Design Boutique isa half-day design conference featuring lunch and keynote 
speaker Alexa Hampton, followed by design seminars with industry experts, 
and concluding with a marketplace, book signing and happy hour. 


Tickets are $40 in advance/$45 at the door, and available online at 


F ger PRODUCED BY CO-PRESENTED BY: CATERED BY: WINE PARTNER: HOSTED BY 
ue ù es 
| lóme РУУ Ж — RIDGE P Hennepin County 
VINEYARD Library 
MINNESOTA MINTAHOE CATERING & EVENTS 
m 


SATURDAY APRIL 18TH AND SUNDAY APRIL 19TH 


The ASID Designer Kitchen Tour is a one-of-a-kind PURCHASE TICKETS AT MHMAG.COM/ASID 
boutique event featuring over ten homes throughout ORASID MINNESOTA HEADQUARTERS AT 
the Twin Cities, Saturday and Sunday, April 18-19. INTERNATIONAL MARKET SQUARE 


- A 5... 
i TO This year's tour offers a variety of styles and budgets, (CHECK/CREDIT CARD ONLY) 
MINNESOTA which feature some of the latest trends in kitchen 
iK h TICKETS: $15 IN ADVANCE/$20 ATTHE DOOR 
di d décor. Th al kitchens for real 
KITCH E TOUR OT NU TICKETS FORA SINGLE HOME VISIT AVAILABLE 


people, professionally designed by American Society AT THE DOOR FOR $10 PER HOME 


tm of Interior Design (ASID) designers. 
L 
jsteréàndonhne! Not valid on previous purchases, trade ins, Simon С, Verragio, loose diamiotds;semi-mounts - `. "c Visit to purchase tickets, read panelist bios, and find a full list of events taking place throughout the week. 


eS OF fashion jewelry. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limitigne per couple. { Kr 


